April 2009 Local Government Association

LGA analysis and research bulletin

Welcome to the Local Government Association analysis

and research bulletin (LGAARB), the regular one stop
publication that keeps you informed about key issues and
developments in research impacting on local government.
The bulletin brings together our work as well as that of the
other members of the LGA group (4ps, IDeA, LACORS, LGE
and Leadership Centre for Local Government), and features
relevant publications from the wider research community.
The information in LGAARB is grouped under themed areas
and our aim is to provide, on behalf of the LGA group, high
quality:

horizon scanning;
analysis; and
research.

Information about each of the members of the LGA group
can be found along with website details overleaf. This
publication is produced by LGA analysis and research which
has been established to deliver a high quality and single
research service to support the policy, lobbying and service
delivery needs of the LGA group.

How to register

You can register to receive this bulletin by visiting:
http://www.lga.gov.uk/research.
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information about the LGA group

The Improvement and Development Agency (IDeA)

The IDeA aims to make public services the best public services by supporting self-sustaining improvement from
within local government. The IDeA works in partnership with all councils, to enhance the performance of the best,
accelerate the speed of improvement of the rest, and develop the sector as a whole. For more information visit:
http://www.idea.gov.uk/idk/core/page.do?pageld=1

Leadership Centre for Local Government

Leadership Centre for Local Government give leaders the opportunity to shift their thinking on leadership so they
can fundamentally transform their communities for the better. They help and support leaders while they reassess
their approach to leadership — in practice leading across place rather than just their authorities. This means thinking
beyond the familiar, to find new and different ways of meeting the leadership challenges. LCLG create the space
for senior managers and politicians to think about the ambitions they have for their communities and how they can
achieve them in order to fundamentally transform their localities for the better. For more information visit:
http://www.localleadership.gov.uk/

Local Authorities Coordinators of Regulatory Services (LACORS)

LACORS provide and disseminate comprehensive advice, guidance, good practice and information to make a major
contribution to the development of high quality, consistent and co-ordinated local authority regulatory and related
services across the UK. For more information visit: http:/iwww.lacors.gov.uk/pages/trade/lacors.asp

Local Government Association (LGA)

The LGA exists to promote better local government. It works with and for member authorities to realise a shared
vision of local government that enables local people to shape a distinctive and better future for their locality and its
communities. The LGA aims to put local councils at the heart of the drive to improve public services and to work
with government to ensure that the policy, legislative and financial context in which they operate, supports that
objective. The LGA's European and International Unit (the former Local Government International Bureau) lobbies
the EU and international institutions to get the best deal for councils; keeps councils informed about EU work that
affects them; develops international partnerships and co-operation; supports locally elected members in European
and international institutions; and promotes the development of local democracy around the world. For more
information visit: http:/Awww.lga.gov.uk

Local Government Employers (LGE)

LGE is the national centre of excellence for local authorities on pay, pensions and employment strategy. They work
with local authorities, regional employers and other bodies to lead and create solutions on pay, pensions and the
employment contract, to ensure the provision of excellent and affordable local services. For more information visit:
http://www.lge.gov.uk

4ps

4ps, local government’s project delivery specialist, works exclusively to help all local authorities deliver better public
services via major infrastructure and service projects. A range of support is available from 4ps including access

to best practice, skills development workshops, gateway reviews and project management support. This support
can help local authorities seeking to deliver initiatives such as Private Finance Initiatives (PFl) and Public Private
Partnership (PPP) secure funding, carry out options appraisals, evaluate bids and negotiate contracts. For more
information visit: http:/Awww.4ps.gov.uk/
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LGAARB readership survey - results

Thank you to everyone who took the time to complete the recent LGAARB readership survey. A total of 241
responses were received.

The survey was conducted in mid March 2009 in order to establish how the bulletin is performing, what you find
useful and what improvements, changes or extra areas of interest we could include in the future.

We will be reviewing the results from the survey over the next few weeks and aim to incorporate your comments
and suggestions in forthcoming editions of LGAARB.

Overall satisfaction
Readers were asked how they rated LGAARB overall and whether the bulletin achieves its stated objectives.

Overall satisfaction with the bulletin was high with 89% of respondents rating the bulletin as either good or very
good.

95 per cent thought that LGAARB was either good or very good at keeping them informed about key issues and
research impacting on local government.

80 per cent felt that it was either good or very good at keeping them informed specifically about LGA group events
and publications.

69 per cent found the bulletin helpful to them in their current role.
Publication frequency

Respondents were asked how many issues they read a year, whether they were satisfied with the frequency of
publication and what if anything would make them read the bulletin more regularly.

97 per cent were happy with the frequency of LGAARB.

When asked what would make respondents read the bulletin more than they currently do;
41 per cent specified themes that were more relevant to their role

31 per cent requested different articles that are featured in an email alert

8 per cent would like different formats.

Review of LGAARB themes and their usefulness
Respondents were asked which themes were relevant to them, how useful they found the content of those themes
and whether there were additional themes they would like to see featured in LGAARB.

The most useful themes in LGAARB were:

local government;

communities;

employment, pay and workforce trends;

regular publications and events;

environment.

The most frequently suggested new themes were:

research techniques /best practice/case studies/partnership working;
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migration/population/demographics;

leisure/culture/sport;

local authority/local government/public sector finance;

equality and diversity;

access to services/improvement/scrutiny/customer care/leadership;

public health and well being.

(It should be noted that several of these are already featured in LGAARB on both an irregular and in some cases, reqular basis)
Review of email alert

Readers were asked by which method they received LGAARB and to give their opinions on the LGAARB email alert:
98 per cent of recipients are sent LGAARB by email alert;

71 per cent did not want any change to the content of the email alert whilst 23 per cent would like more articles featured;
53 per cent felt that the email alert encouraged them to read the publication when the articles were relevant to them.
Possible developments to the bulletin and the website

Readers were asked if they would be interested in using either an annual archive (featuring all reports listed in
LGAARB each year) or in registering for shorter topic based bulletins.

77 per cent of respondents would be interested in registering for shorter topic based bulletins in the future

73 per cent would use an annual searchable archive based on all articles featured in LGAARB.

User satisfaction with LGAARB against other information bulletins

233 readers provided details of other bulletins/newsletters that they reqularly read.

The most commonly read bulletins/newsletters which deal with local government research are from:

Infodlocal, IDeA Knowledge, LARIA, LGIU, IPPR, IDOX, BURISA and GLA, London Councils EMIE/ NFER, LGE and LGA.

Readers broadly felt that LGAARB was of a similar standard to these bulletins.

Your comments:
Keep up the good work please - LGAARB is always reliable, robust and timely and | always find it incredibly useful
to have to hand ‘just in case’...

It covers a lot of useful subjects under the current headings. What | really like is that it provides access to key data
and knowledge that is sometimes very relevant to areas of work in local government but that | just don't get from
other information sources

The publication fulfils its aims well. The precis is helpful, with the ability to follow the link if the topic is of particular interest

I'd be interested in hearing the views of the LGAAR team on some of the articles/research you feature. You have a
large and expert research team - I'd like to see them highlighting key themes within articles etc

| think it would make LGAARB much more attractive to send it in HTML format with photos, blogs etc.
A more simplified layout by particular theme area - i.e.make it a little more user friendly so that busy staff can go

straight to the items that interest them (possibly a front end search mechanism?)
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new research and statistics

Employment pay and workforce trends

Working better phase 1 report

This report from the Equality and Human Rights Commission (EHRC) focuses on reforms to parental leave and the
extension of flexible working. These aim to create a balance between work, family and caring responsibilities, which
are shared more equally than ever before between men and women. For more information visit:
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/en/publicationsandresources/Documents/Equalities/Working % 20Better.pdf

Healthy work: challenges and opportunities to 2030

This report from the Work Foundation brings together more than 200 pieces of research to provide in-depth insight
into how the health of British workers will change over the next 20 years. It argues that work — and in particular
good work — must be placed at the centre of efforts to improve health. For more information visit:
http://www.theworkfoundation.com/assets/docs/publications/216_Bupa_report.pdf

Knowledge workers and knowledge work

This report from the Work Foundation examines the work-lives of over 2000 workers and aims to analyse the

level of ‘cognitive complexity’ of different jobs. The report finds that the UK has a 30-30-40 shaped workforce:
about 30 per cent of jobs have a high knowledge content, 30 per cent have some and about 40 per cent have less
knowledge content. In addition, the report argues employers are poorly equipped to weather the recession because
they use workers’ skills and talents less effectively, with the implementation of excessive rules and procedures, and
giving them little say over how they do their work. For more information visit:
http://www.theworkfoundation.com/assets/docs/publications/213_know_work_survey170309.pdf

Workforce data standards consultation

The LGA, Department for Children’s Schools and Families (DCSF), and Children‘s Workforce Development Council
(CWDC) are jointly consulting all local authorities between 20 April and 17 July 2009 about proposed harmonised
data standards and definitions for the children and young people’s and local government workforce. The proposed
harmonised data standards and definitions take account of existing standards and working practices and are based
on the Schools Workforce Census, the National Minimum Dataset for Social Care, Children’s Service Mapping and
the Local Government Earnings Survey. Details of the work to develop the standards and how to submit to the
consultation will be available at: http://www.lga.gov.uk/Iga/core/page.do?pageld=1095037

Transport

Bus and light rail statistics Great Britain: Q4 2008

The Department for Transport (DfT) has published national statistics summarising the latest quarterly data on
passenger satisfaction, bus reliability and bus and light rail patronage. For more information visit:
http://www.dft.gov.uk/pgr/statistics/datatablespublications/public/buslightrail/buslightrail200809/busoctdec08

Evaluating productivity impacts of transport

The DfT is taking forward a programme of research to develop an approach to evaluating the productivity impacts
of key transport schemes. The aim of such evaluations will be to generate as comprehensive an understanding as
possible of how transport schemes influence productivity at different geographical levels. This initial scoping study
assessed the feasibility and considered different methodological options for evaluating the productivity impacts of
transport schemes. For more information visit:
http://www.dft.gov.uk/pgr/evaluation/evaluationguidance/evalprodimpacts/
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DISTILLATE - design and implementation support tools for integrated local land use, transport and the
environment

The principal objective of DISTILLATE is to develop ways of overcoming the barriers to effective development

and delivery of sustainable urban transport and land use strategies and, through them, enhanced quality of life.
DISTILLATE is co-ordinated by the Institute for Transport Studies (ITS) at the University of Leeds. It is divided up into
seven projects which cover the range of different activities that are involved in the development of sustainable
urban transport and land use strategies. The projects cover:

- behaviour and barriers

- option generation

- indicators

- organisational effectiveness
- funding

- modelling

- appraisal

To date, DISTILLATE has developed 18 different tools and guidance documents, across the seven project areas. In
addition it has produced a web-based tool to help practitioners analyse the issues that apply to them and guide
them by providing information about which DISTILLATE tools might be appropriate. For more information visit
http://www.distillate.ac.uk

The tool for practitioners is available through the local transport planning network website
http://www.Itpnetwork.gov.uk

Housing

Is a not-for-profit home credit business feasible?

Commercial home credit is long established, with large numbers of customers on low incomes. Customers value
many of its features highly, but the cost is high. This Joseph Rowntree Foundation (JRF) study tested the commercial
feasibility of a not-for-profit home credit service. For more information visit:
http://www.jrf.org.uk/sites/files/irf/home-credit-business-full. pdf

Low-cost home ownership and the credit crunch

This report from the Tenant Services Authority (TSA) aims to explore the nature of regional markets for low cost
home ownership (LCHO) offered by housing associations (HAs) since the downturn. It also examines the impact of
private developer shared equity schemes on HAs and the degree to which HAs are competing with these schemes.
For more information visit:
http://www.tenantservicesauthority.org/upload/pdf/LCHO_and_credit_crunch_summary.pdf

House price index statistical releases

Communties and Local Government (CLG) have released the latest UK house price index statistics which include
data based on mortgage completions during the month of February 2009. For more information visit:
http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/statistics/pdf/1201483.pdf
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Education and Children’s Services

Local authorities and school improvement - the use of statutory powers

The LGA commissioned National Foundation for Educational Research (NFER), to conduct a study examining how
local authorities support and challenge their schools, using informal, formal and statutory strategies. Supporting
school improvement has consistently been a key concern for the Government, policymakers and practitioners over
the past decade. Local authorities are a central component of the school improvement process, and can use a
range of strategies (including statutory powers) to assist schools that are struggling to effect necessary changes and
improve their schools. This report examines the formal and informal strategies that Local Authorities have developed
to support and challenge their schools, and focuses in particular on whether Local Authorities have (or have not)
used the intervention powers that have been available to them, and the reasoning behind their approach. For more
information visit:

http://www.nfer.ac.uk/publications/pdfs/downloadable/LGle-report.pdf

Engaging young people: local authority youth work 2005-08,

This Office for Standards in Education, Children’s Services and Skills (Ofsted) report draws upon evidence from local
authority youth services inspections which took place as part of Ofsted’s joint area reviews of children’s and young
people’s services from 2005 to 2008. It reports on the quality and impact of youth work. The report tracks early
developments in the introduction of integrated youth support. For more information visit:
http://www.ofsted.gov.uk/Ofsted-home/Publications-and-research/Browse-all-by/Documents-by-type/Thematic-
reports/Engaging-young-people-local-authority-youth-work-2005-08

Children and parents’ experiences of recently improved play areas - qualitative research

The DCSF commissioned this report as an independent national evaluation of the government’s investment in local
play provision. The Play Pathfinder and Play Builder programmes provide funding for every local authority in England
to deliver a number of new or improved play areas by 2011. The report is based on qualitative depth interviews
with parents, children and local authority staff in seven case-study areas which provide insights into the views and
experiences of parents and children. For more information visit:
http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/research/data/uploadfiles/DCSF-RR089. pdf

Teacher voice omnibus October 2008 survey: school inspections

In Autumn 2008, the NFER conducted research on behalf of Ofsted into teachers’ attitudes towards school
inspection and what impact these inspections had. For more information visit: http:/Awww.ofsted.gov.uk/Ofsted-
home/Publications-and-research/Browse-all-by/Documents-by-type/Consultations/NFER-Teacher-Voice-Omnibus-
October-2008-survey-school-inspections

Aspirations and attainment in deprived communities

This Cabinet Office report explores the potential to raise the attainment of young people in deprived communities,
by raising aspirations and changing attitudes within these communities. Young people in certain types of
neighbourhood are less likely to develop high aspirations. These neighbourhoods tend to have high levels of
deprivation, however the report shows that not all deprived communities are the same. Young people in some very
deprived communities — often ethnically diverse, mobile, urban neighbourhoods - tend to have high aspirations
for the future, whereas in other areas — often traditional working class communities in ex-industrial areas — low
aspirations may be preventing young people from achieving their potential. For more information visit:
http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/social_exclusion_task_force/short_studies/aspirations.aspx
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Environment

New model for domestic energy consumption
Specialist research into domestic energy use by CityForm (http://www.city-form.org) has found that existing models
of how people use their homes and the energy they consume are outdated.

In the past, traditional domestic energy models identified kitchens and living rooms as the higher energy consuming
rooms of a house. But the new research shows that people are now more likely to use their bedrooms as living
spaces, using technology for entertainment and office work and propelling bedrooms into the high energy
consuming category.

CityForm's survey of homeowners in Leicester and Sheffield cross-referenced information about how they use their
homes with their actual energy use. Analysis then revealed that the number of bedrooms in a household was the
most significant indicator of its energy consumption.

These results also revealed a direct link between energy use and technology ownership. As technology becomes
increasingly important to our everyday lives, these findings could impact heavily on how we calculate domestic
energy consumption in the future and even how local authorities classify households for tax purposes.

The results have been submitted to the UK Government’s Foresight study into creating sustainable communities by 2020.

For further information contact Dr. Keith Baker: keith.baker@sistech.co.uk and link to http:/Awww.communityenergy.info .

Health and social care

Equality in later life: a national study of older people’s mental health services

This Healthcare Commission report of a national study of mental health services for older people in England
combined an analysis of national data with visits to a representative sample of mental health trusts. The study
considered four themes: age discrimination in mental health services; quality of inpatient care; how comprehensive
services are; and how organisations work together to provide services. For more information visit:
http://www.cqc.org.uk/_db/_documents/Equality_in_later_life.pdf

Tackling the challenge: promoting race equality in the NHS in England

This report from the Healthcare Commission considers the extent to which the NHS in England is meeting the
legal basic building blocks in promoting race equality. For more information visit: http:/Awww.cqc.org.uk/_db/_
documents/Tackling_the_challenge_Promoting_race_equality_in_the_NHS_in_England.pdf

Bordering on concern

Conducted by End Child Prostitution, Child Pornography and Trafficking of Children for Sexual Purposes (ECPAT
UK) on behalf of the Children’s Commissioner for Wales, this study focused on finding an evidence base for child
trafficking in Wales. It also examined the levels of awareness of child trafficking issues among social services and
selected voluntary sector organisations, explored how identified cases of child trafficking had been dealt with

by social services and the extent to which local authorities promote co-operation between statutory and other
agencies. For more information visit: http://www.childcom.org.uk/uploads/publications/130.pdf

A profile of alcohol and health in Wales

This report has been produced by the Wales Centre for Health with the National Public Health Service for Wales
(NPHS). It contains information taken from several data sources and includes statistics on subjects including
underage drinking, alcohol-related deaths, drinking during pregnancy, binge drinking and hospital admissions
related to alcohol. For more information visit:
http:/Awww.wales.nhs.uk/sites3/Documents/568/Alcohol %20and % 20Health % 20in % 20Wales % 5F\WebFinal % 5FE. pdf
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Hygiene in butcher’s shops

LACORS and the Health Protection Agency (HPA) have released information to councils to support their
participation in a survey about hygiene in butchers’ shops. The study will look at ready-to-eat cooked meats and
hygiene practices in butchers’ shops, with a focus on E. coli 0157.

The survey was identified as an area for national focus after the outbreak of E. coli 0157 in South Wales in
September 2005. The outbreak affected 150 people and, tragically, one five-year-old died. The findings of a public
inquiry into the outbreak, conducted by Professor Hugh Pennington, were published in March 2009.

The study runs over three months from the 1 April — 30 June 2009 and a joint report will be issued by LACORS and
the HPA once results have been considered.For more information visit:
http://www.lacors.gov.uk/lacors/ViewDocument.aspx?doclD=21266&docType=N

Communities and place shaping

Delivering mixed communities - learning the lessons from existing programmes

This CLG publication is a summary of the report that encompasses in-depth work across 10 different estate and
area-based transformation programmes. It explores how existing programmes were potentially delivering more
mixed communities, with a view to highlighting transferable lessons policy issues. For more information visit:
http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/housing/pdf/1185658.pdf

Using the VivaCity2020 Toolkit: how diverse urban environments impact on quality of life.

As part of the UK research programme focused on Sustainable Urban Environments (SUE), researchers from the
VivaCity2020 consortium have conducted three detailed case studies of diverse urban environments in London,
Sheffield and Manchester to measure the quality of life actually experienced by residents and the decision-making
rationales used by stakeholders in their development of these environments.

Indicators of poor quality of life (litter, waste, noise and anti social behaviour) were associated with mixed-use areas
where residential housing and the lure of urban living (shops, cafes, bars, pubs, clubs and restaurants on people’s
doorsteps) were in close proximity. But equally ready access to amenities such as local shops and park space was a
requirement for good quality of life.

This research has produced a body of evidence about how the process for making urban design decisions works in
practice and how it can be improved to facilitate urban sustainability. For more information visit:
http://www.vivacity2020.eu/vivacity-toolkit/spatial-data-analysis

The future of public toilets

As part of the UK research programme focused on SUE, research consortium VivaCity2020 has delved into

the world of the public toilet to find out why this most basic of facilities has gone from public convenience to
embarrassing nuisance. VivaCity2020 has produced an assessment tool and a wealth of evidence to improve the
design of public toilets and ensure modern British cities are well equipped for a 24 hour lifestyle with accessible,
sustainable and more desirable public loos. For more information visit:
http://www.vivacity2020.eu/vivacity-toolkit/all-tools#sustainability-issue-seven

Generating a safer community - regeneration of Hulme, Manchester

As part of the UK research programme focused on SUE, VivaCity2020 has conducted an in-depth case study of the
regeneration of Hulme, Manchester to find out how targeted regeneration can aid in the reduction of crime and
the construction of safer communities.

The work has produced new evidence, specifically on how to reap the benefits of engaging with local community
and campaign groups. It also highlights the importance of Police Architectural Liaison Officers, architects and
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planners working in partnership. For more information please contact: Joanne Leach at joanne@joanneleach.co.uk
or visit: http://www.vivacity2020.eu/vivacity-toolkit/new-urbanism-hulme-case-study

Change over time viewer launch:

Analysing Change Over Time for Small Areas - a Strategy has been available since December. Neighbourhood
Statistics has now produced the Change over Time Analysis Viewer (CoTA), an interactive tool created to support
work on change over time. CoTA focuses on using benefits data as a proxy for worklessness. For more information
visit: http:/neighbourhood.statistics.gov.uk/dissemination/Info.do?page=analysisandguidance/analysisarticles/
change-over-time---guidance.htm

For a free copy of the tool, email Neighbourhood Statistics at: better.info@ons.gov.uk with your full postal address,
mentioning this bulletin. Please allow 28 days for delivery.

Population and migration

Migration statistics - interim report
This interim report from the Statistics Authority has been produced as part of its monitoring review of official
migration statistics, initiated in July 2008..

International migration is currently the largest component of population change in the United Kingdom and
therefore accurate measurement of the net flows of people, both into and around the country, is essential to
obtaining reliable population estimates.

The purpose of the monitoring review is to report on the adequacy of the plans for improving the statistics,
progress in implementation and the extent and effectiveness of co-operation across government to deliver the
improvements. For more information visit:
http://www.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/reports---correspondence/reports/migration-statistics--interim-report. pdf

Migrant worker availability in the East of England: an economic risk assessment

The Institute for Public Policy Research (IPPR) was commissioned by the East of England Development Agency to
conduct research into the role of migration in the economy of the East of England, to analyse associated economic
risks and suggest ways to manage them. For more information visit:
http://www.ippr.org.uk/publicationsandreports/publication.asp?id=656

Economy / economic development

Recession-proof your website

At this time of uncertainty and acute financial and economic pressure, councils must ensure that key information
and essential resources reach their residents and businesses, and continue to reach them throughout the downturn.
Effective signposting of support — advice, guidance, financial and other — could help employers, employees and
residents survive these times of difficulty. This good practice resource from IDeA is designed to help local authorities
and their partners refresh their websites in response to the challenging economic climate. For more information
visit: http://www.idea.gov.uk/idk/aio/9551556

Recession support for councils

A new web resource is now available bringing together all the work that the LGA group is doing to help councils
combat the effects of the economic recession. For more information visit:
http://www.lga.gov.uk/lga/core/page.do?pageld=1743526
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Local government

Customer insight

The public expects increasingly more of its local services. Only by understanding what is really important to people
can a service be efficient and effective. This new IDeA resource provides an introduction to tools, techniques and
examples to help councils better understand their communities.For more information visit:
http://www.idea.gov.uk/idk/core/page.do?pageld=8998865

Risk and return - English local authorities and the Icelandic banks

This Audit Commission report examines English local authorities’ deposits in the Icelandic banks and their UK
subsidiaries. It finds that the majority of councils acted properly in managing their investments and were alert to
the risks. For more information visit: http://www.audit-commission.gov.uk/Products/NATIONAL-REPORT/6AF6709B-
9ACD-4F5C-B6C5-09B9C23BCF83/26032009IcelandRiskAndReturnREP.pdf

European and international

The affordability of alcoholic beverages in the European Union - understanding the link between alcohol
affordability, consumption and harms

This European Commission study considers the affordability of alcohol products across the EU, and of the potential
impacts of affordability on harmful use of alcohol. It examines: the link between the affordability of alcoholic
beverages, alcohol consumption and alcohol-related harms; the impact of cross-border tax-driven or competition-
driven price differentials; and investigates the policy levers that can influence the affordability of alcohol, by
providing an overview of current alcohol pricing policies in place across the EU. For more information visit:
http://ec.europa.eu/health/ph_determinants/life_style/alcohol/documents/alcohol_rand_en.pdf

Crime and disorder/ safer communities

Race relations in prisons: responding to adult women from black and minority ethnic backgrounds

This report from HM Inspectorate of Prisons provides an overview of the different experiences and specific needs of
minority ethnic adult women in prison. For more information visit:
http://inspectorates.homeoffice.gov.uk/hmiprisons/thematic-reports1/Women_and_Race.pdf?view=Binary

Public confidence in the police and their local partners: results from the British Crime Survey - year end-
ing September 2008

This Home Office release provides results from a new set of questions which were included in the British Crime
Survey (BCS) from October 2007. These relate to levels of confidence in the police working with local agencies to
tackle the anti-social behaviour and crime issues that matter in the local area. For more information visit:
http://www.crimereduction.homeoffice.gov.uk/statistics/statistics077.htm
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Regular publications and events

ONS/LGA workshop on Improving Migration Statistics
19 May 2009, Birmingham

The Office for National Statistics (ONS) and the LGA would like to invite you to a workshop on Improving Migration
Statistics, which aims to get councils involved as partners in measures to improve population and migration
statistics. It will offer an opportunity for you to hear about ONS’ work on migration, influence LGA' priorities on
these issues, but equally importantly it is a chance to offer your own insights on what is needed, to share your
experiences on the sources you've used and the problems with them, and to show ONS representatives how
population statistics are used in local service delivery.

The workshop will be held at Groundwork UK conference facilities, Lockside, 5 Scotland Street, Birmingham B
2RR. on the afternoon of Tuesday 19 May, starting with lunch at 1.30pm. There is no charge, but places are limited
and previous workshops have been very popular.

If you would like to attend please register with Louise Dove at LGA Analysis and Research (louise.dove@Ilga.gov.uk)
by 8 May. Places will be allocated on a first come first served basis.

Customer insight in Scotland: understanding your customers for local service improvement
A Laria in Scotland Seminar

A K Bell Library, 2-8 York Place, Perth, PH2 5NH, — Tuesday 19 May 2009

Scotland’s local services are under increasing pressure to meet growing customer needs with fewer resources. They
are also being expected to capture and make greater use of customer views and integrate these within their Single
Outcome Agreements. Current one-dimensional views of all customers having the same needs are giving way to
more sophisticated (but efficient) approaches to understanding who customers are and what they want from local
services. This event presents some of the latest approaches for understanding a wide range of customers, from
around the UK as well as Scottish activity. There will also be an update on Improvement Service work to develop
common approaches across Scotland’s councils. For more information visit:
http://mosaicevents.co.uk/newsletters/laria/booking-form.doc

Governance International training course beyond checklists: innovative approaches to co-design, co-
commissioning, co-managing and co-delivery of public services
19 June 2009 London

This training course offers cutting-edge case studies of innovative approaches to improve performance, and shows
how to break new ground in public engagement with new interactive technologies such as web 2.0.

For details please contact elke.loeffler@govint.org or check http://www.govint.org

Research Councils seek feedback regarding their Knowledge Transfer schemes, activities and mechanisms
Research Councils UK would like to gather valuable feedback regarding their knowledge transfer activities from
their Knowledge Transfer Stakeholders. This will contribute to the continued improvement of Research Council
business and/or processes in knowledge transfer. If you have a Knowledge Transfer role within your organisation
whether that be as a researcher, user, facilitator/broker, manager/administrator, professional or sponsor/funder of
Knowledge Transfer then they would like to invite you to take part in this survey which will remain open until June
and can be accessed online at: http://www.survey.bris.ac.uk/epsrc/rcuk_kt_consultation
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EMIE research briefing - March 2009

EMIE's Research Briefings are produced bimonthly; they provide summaries of recently published research reports.
The latest briefing includes details of recently published research concerning families information services, growing
up in Scotland, and improving outcomes for Gypsy, Roma and Traveller pupils. For more information visit:
http://www.nfer.ac.uk/emie/content.asp?id_Category=327&id_Content=6648&level=2
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information about the LGA group

The Improvement and Development Agency (IDeA)

The IDeA aims to make public services the best public services by supporting self-sustaining improvement from
within local government. The IDeA works in partnership with all councils, to enhance the performance of the best,
accelerate the speed of improvement of the rest, and develop the sector as a whole. For more information visit:
http://www.idea.gov.uk/idk/core/page.do?pageld=1

Leadership Centre for Local Government

Leadership Centre for Local Government give leaders the opportunity to shift their thinking on leadership so they
can fundamentally transform their communities for the better. They help and support leaders while they reassess
their approach to leadership — in practice leading across place rather than just their authorities. This means
thinking beyond the familiar, to find new and different ways of meeting the leadership challenges. LCLG create
the space for senior managers and politicians to think about the ambitions they have for their communities and
how they can achieve them in order to fundamentally transform their localities for the better. For more
information visit: http:/Awww.localleadership.gov.uk/

Local Authorities Coordinators of Regulatory Services (LACORS)

LACORS provide and disseminate comprehensive advice, guidance, good practice and information to make a
major contribution to the development of high quality, consistent and co-ordinated local authority requlatory and
related services across the UK. For more information visit: http://www.lacors.gov.uk/pages/trade/lacors.asp

Local Government Association (LGA)

The LGA exists to promote better local government. It works with and for member authorities to realise a shared
vision of local government that enables local people to shape a distinctive and better future for their locality and
its communities. The LGA aims to put local councils at the heart of the drive to improve public services and to
work with government to ensure that the policy, legislative and financial context in which they operate, supports
that objective. The LGA's European and International Unit (the former Local Government International Bureau)
lobbies the EU and international institutions to get the best deal for councils; keeps councils informed about EU
work that affects them; develops international partnerships and co-operation; supports locally elected members in
European and international institutions; and promotes the development of local democracy around the world. For
more information visit: http://www.lga.gov.uk

Local Government Employers (LGE)

LGE is the national centre of excellence for local authorities on pay, pensions and employment strategy. They work
with local authorities, regional employers and other bodies to lead and create solutions on pay, pensions and the
employment contract, to ensure the provision of excellent and affordable local services. For more information visit:
http://www.lge.gov.uk

4ps

4ps, local government’s project delivery specialist, works exclusively to help all local authorities deliver better public
services via major infrastructure and service projects. A range of support is available from 4ps including access to
best practice, skills development workshops, gateway reviews and project management support. This support can
help local authorities seeking to deliver initiatives such as Private Finance Initiatives (PFl) and Public Private
Partnership (PPP) secure funding, carry out options appraisals, evaluate bids and negotiate contracts. For more
information visit: http://www.4ps.gov.uk/
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new research and statistics

Employment pay and workforce trends

Pathways to work from incapacity benefits: a review of research findings on referral practices
and liaison with service providers

This Department for Work and Pensions (DWP) paper presents a review of research findings on the topic of
referrals and working relationships between Jobcentre Plus and other organisations and practitioners helping
people with health problems and disabilities. For more information visit:
http://Awww.dwp.gov.uk/asd/asd5/WP57.pdf

Pathways to work from incapacity benefits: a study of referral practices and liaison between
Jobcentre Plus advisers and service providers

This DWP report presents findings from a research project that explored referral practices and liaison amongst
Jobcentre Plus staff and service providers involved in helping incapacity benefits recipients move towards, and into,
paid employment. For more information visit: http:/Awww.dwp.gov.uk/asd/asd5/rports2009-2010/rrep555. pdf

Understanding the needs, attitudes and behaviours of teleworkers

This DWP report presents the findings from a six month qualitative study exploring the attitudes, motivations and
travel behaviour of teleworkers. For more information visit:
http://www.dft.gov.uk/pgr/scienceresearch/social/teleworkers/keyfindings

In-work poverty: a systematic review

This DWP report presents the findings of a systematic review of the evidence base on working poor families with
dependant children. The review aims to increase understanding of research in this area and produce findings that
will help inform future policy and research. For more information visit:
http://Awww.dwp.gov.uk/asd/asd5/rports2009-2010/rrep549. pdf

Saving for retirement: implications of pensions reforms on financial incentives to save for
retirement

This DWP publication is the report of the Savings Incentives Work Programme - a year-long programme to analyse
the financial incentives to save for retirement. It looks at the impact of saving under the system laid out in the
Pensions Acts 2007 and 2008, and also looks at the pros, cons and wider impacts of measures proposed by
stakeholders to improve the financial incentives to save. It also summarises research describing what individuals see
as important when deciding whether or not to save, and their understanding of and responses to financial
incentives. For more information visit: http:/Awww.dwp.gov.uk/asd/asd5/rports2009-2010/rrep558.pdf

Incentives to save for retirement: understanding, perceptions and behaviour - a literature
review

This DWP paper reviews the literature on motivations, understanding, perceptions and behaviour relating to saving
for retirement. It is published as a companion paper to the main report of the saving incentives work programme.
For more information visit: http://www.dwp.gov.uk/asd/asd5/rports2009-2010/rrep562.pdf

Labour market statistics - February 2009

These Office for National Statistics (ONS) labour market statistics show that there has been a fall in both the
number of people in employment and the employment rate. The number of unemployed people, the
unemployment rate and the claimant count have all increased. For more information visit:
http://Awww.statistics.gov.uk/pdfdir/imsuk0209. pdf

From recession to recovery IlI: a focus on unemployment

In a recession, some areas experience much larger rises in unemployment than others. Different areas also see very
different rates of recovery in the job market. The main programmes for helping people into work, the national
employment and training programmes, are delivered through the Department of Work and Pensions, Job Centre
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Plus and the Learning and Skills Council. In a recession, people's experience of the impact on jobs will vary from place to
place. During these difficult times, it is more important than ever that the decisions about employment and training are
taken locally by people close to the economic reality - so that help can be effectively targeted on the needs of local
people and employers.

This LGA report therefore underlines the importance of the steps government is taking towards devolving economic
decision making to sub-regions, cities, counties and local partnerships, and the need to make those changes with greater
urgency. The research explores the recovery from previous recessions identifying the "rock-pools" of lingering
worklessness - those areas that took longest to recover in the 1980s and 1990s recessions if they have fully recovered at
all. For more information visit: http:/Awww.lga.gov.uk/Iga/aio/1623986

Transport

The travel choices and needs of low income households: the role of the car

This Department for Transport (DfT) report explores factors that influence low income households' decision making about
how, when, where and why to travel by car and the role access to a car plays in supporting low income households'
access to key services, social networks and life opportunities. The priority given to car-related costs in low income
households' budgets is also considered as is the potential impact of a reduction in income or an increase in costs. For
more information visit: http://www.dft.gov.uk/pgr/scienceresearch/social/theroleofthecar/roleofthecarreport.pdf

Exploring public attitudes to climate change and travel choices: deliberative research

This DT research provides a greater insight into public understanding of climate change and how it relates to personal
travel behaviours. It explores the barriers and motivations for travel behaviour change, and considers the role of
information in increasing public awareness and understanding of the issues. For more information visit:
http://www.dft.gov.uk/pgr/scienceresearch/social/climatechange/attitudestoclimatechange. pdf

Van activity baseline survey 2008: provisional results

These DfT statistics give details of van activity for England. Undertaken during November and December 2008, the survey
findings provide information about the composition of the national van fleet, and the factors affecting the growth in this
sector. For more information visit:
http://www.dft.gov.uk/pgr/statistics/datatablespublications/freight/vanactivitybaseline08/vabs08. pdf

Regional transport statistics: 2008 edition

This National Statistics publication brings together a wide range of transport statistics for Great Britain and Northern
Ireland at Government Office Region and former Metropolitan County level. Amongst others the report covers the
following areas; personal travel, public transport, road vehicles, road traffic, road safety and freight. For more information
visit: http://www.dft.gov.uk/pgr/statistics/datatablespublications/regionaldata/rts/regtranstats2008

Congestion on inter-urban roads- monthly provisional estimates: December 2008

The latest DfT monthly national statistics on congestion on inter-urban roads in England cover the inter-urban network
which consists of all motorways and trunk 'A' roads managed by the Highways Agency, as well as the M6 Toll. For more
information visit:
http://www.dft.gov.uk/pgr/statistics/datatablespublications/roadstraffic/speedscongestion/congestiononthestrategic
road5359

Road casualties in Great Britain: quarterly provisional estimates Q3 2008

This DfT publication includes national statistics on road casualties in personal injury road accidents reported to the police
in Great Britain for the third quarter of 2008. For more information visit:
http://www.dft.gov.uk/pgr/statistics/datatablespublications/accidents/rcgbg32008

LGA analysis and research bulletin 4


http://www.dft.gov.uk/pgr/statistics/datatablespublications/roadstraffic/speedscongestion/congestiononthestrategicroad5359
http://www.lga.gov.uk/lga/aio/1623986
http://www.dft.gov.uk/pgr/scienceresearch/social/theroleofthecar/roleofthecarreport.pdf
http://www.dft.gov.uk/pgr/scienceresearch/social/climatechange/attitudestoclimatechange.pdf
http://www.dft.gov.uk/pgr/statistics/datatablespublications/freight/vanactivitybaseline08/vabs08.pdf
http://www.dft.gov.uk/pgr/statistics/datatablespublications/regionaldata/rts/regtranstats2008
http://www.dft.gov.uk/pgr/statistics/datatablespublications/accidents/rcgbq32008

Road traffic and congestion in Great Britain: quarter 4 2008
This DT statistical bulletin includes information on road traffic and congestion in Great Britain Q4 2008. For more
information visit: http://www.dft.gov.uk/pgr/statistics/datatablespublications/roadstraffic/traffic/gbtrafficgb/2008/q408

International sea passengers: provisional estimates - December 2008
This DfT release updates key statistics on passengers arriving and departing Great Britain by ferry. For more information
visit: http://www.dft.gov.uk/pgr/statistics/datatablespublications/maritime/passengers/

Transport trends 2008

This DfT publication presents an overview and analysis of trends in transport and travel in Great Britain over the past 25
years, and highlights some of the key issues. For more information visit:
http://www.dft.gov.uk/pgr/statistics/datatablespublications/trends/current/

Housing

Local authority housing statistics, England: 2007/08: housing strategy statistical appendix (HSSA)
and business plan statistical appendix (BPSA)

The latest statistics provided by local authorities in England on their Housing Strategy Statistical Appendix (HSSA) and
Business Plan Statistical Appendix (BPSA) for 2007/08 have been released. Topics include: local authority housing stock;
households on local authority housing waiting lists; participation of local authorities in Choice Based Letting (CBL)
schemes; local authority lettings; decent homes delivery; and programme of work on Housing Revenue Account (HRA)
stock. For more information: http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/statistics/pdf/1126284.pdf

Government review of regulation and redress in the UK housing market: final report

This Communities and Local Government (CLG) report assesses the scale and scope of regulation in the housing market
and the extent to which it works effectively for consumers. It also makes recommendations for improving the
effectiveness and efficiency of regulation and redress across the property sector. For more information visit:
http://www.berr.gov.uk/files/file49743 pdf

Housing and planning key facts - February 2009

This CLG publication provides key facts on; households and population projections, housing stock, housing delivery,
vacant dwellings, the private housing market, local authority and registered social landlord lettings, council house sales,
homelessness, the planning system, decent homes and energy efficiency. For more information visit:
http://Awww.communities.gov.uk/documents/statistics/pdf/1139234.pdf

House price index - November 2008
The latest CLG UK house price index statistics include data based on mortgage completions during the month of
November 2008. For more information visit: http:/Awww.communities.gov.uk/documents/statistics/pdf/1116925.pdf

Land use change statistics (England) 2007 - provisional estimates (January 2009)

This CLG release provides the last of three revised estimates for 2007 for changes on previously-developed land and the
average density of new dwellings. For more information visit:
http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/statistics/pdf/1133537.pdf

English house condition survey 2007 - headline report

This CLG report provides an update on progress towards providing better living conditions in England. For more
information visit: http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/statistics/pdf/1133548.pdf
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Education and children's services

Local index of child well-being

National initiatives to tackle child poverty and social exclusion have become increasingly concentrated at small area level.
This CLG report is the first attempt to produce such a specialised index at small area level for the country. It will enable
the policy and research community to identify which local areas are the highest priority for action to raise child well-being,
and the extent to which services and initiatives are focussing on the well-being of children in those areas.

The index uses mainly administrative data on children covering seven domains of well-being:
income

health

education

housing

environment

crime

children in need

For more information visit: http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/communities/doc/1126244.doc

A good childhood

This report from The Children's Society marked the completion of The Good Childhood Inquiry, the UK's first independent
inquiry into what makes for a good childhood today. The publication describes the views of 8,000 young people aged 14
to 16 about what makes for, and what prevents, a good life for young people. It includes views on friends, family and
learning, lifestyle, health and values. For more information visit:
http://www.childrenssociety.org.uk/resources/documents/good % 20childhood/14690_full.pdf

Raising young people's aspirations towards higher education - teachers' attitudes

This Department for Innovation Universities and Skills (DIUS) report examines the role and impact of education
practitioners on the HE aspirations of young people. It considered the range of attitudes, knowledge and practices
currently exercised in a cross-section of English schools and sixth form colleges that have low progression rates into post-
16 education. The study aimed to identify the key factors of influence, and potential approaches for addressing these. For
more information visit: http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/research/data/uploadfiles/DIUS-RR-09-01.pdf

National statistical first release on higher education enrolments and qualifications obtained at
higher education institutions in the UK in the academic year 2007-08

These DIUS statistics present information on enrolments and qualifications obtained in UK higher education, and also
include data from Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland. For more information visit:
http://www.hesa.ac.uk/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=1356&Itemid=161

Tired of hanging around: using sport and leisure activities to prevent anti-social behaviour by
young people

This Audit Commission report focuses on the role of sport and leisure activities in preventing anti-social behaviour in
young people aged 8 to 19 years. These activities are part of the actions that councils and their partners can use to tackle
and prevent anti-social behaviour. The study recognises, but does not cover, local agencies' work with families and young
children or the role of schools in helping to prevent or address anti-social behaviour. For more information visit:
http://www.audit-commission.gov.uk/Products/NATIONAL-REPORT/9F4E760A-70C4-47e6-80D0-
E7B37AF237E4/tiredofhangingaround28jan09REP.pdf
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Use of an aptitude test in university entrance: a validity study

This is the second major report of a five-year research study from DIUS to examine the validity of an aptitude test in
higher education admissions. The report examines the higher education/destinations of students in the sample and
presents further analyses of the Standard Assessment Tests (SAT) data, looking at the relationships between SAT scores
and attainment in particular A level subjects. For more information visit:
http://www.dius.gov.uk/research/documents/DIUS-RR-09-02.pdf

Extended schools survey of schools, pupils and parents - a quantitative study of perceptions and
usage of extended services in schools

The Department for Children, Schools and Families (DCSF) commissioned Ipsos MORI to undertake a survey of schools,
parents and pupils in relation to current provision, usage and perceptions of extended schools services. For more
information visit: http:/publications.dcsf.gov.uk/eOrderingDownload/DCSF-RR068. pdf

Increasing participation - understanding young people who do not participate in education or
training at 16 or 17

This DCSF report aims to achieve a better understanding of those who are either Not in Education, Employment or
Training (NEET) or in a Job without Training JWT) at 16 and 17 by providing a more detailed breakdown of the 'types' of
young people within these two categories. The structural and personal issues these individuals face and the likely routes
into participation in learning for each of them, is considered. For more information visit:
http://publications.dcsf.gov.uk/eOrderingDownload/DCSF-RRO72.pdf

Ending child poverty in a changing economy

This Joseph Rowntree Foundation (JRF) research shows what effect current policies will have on child poverty by 2010 and
2020. Taking account of the recession, it estimates the costs of meeting the government target of halving child poverty by
2010 and eliminating it by 2020 using the most recent data available. For more information visit:
http://Awww.jrf.org.uk/sites/files/jrf/hirsch-child-poverty-changing-economy.pdf

Environment

War on waste - food packaging study - wave 3

The UK generates around 25 million tonnes of household waste per year, much of this ends up in landfill. As part of the
LGA "War on Waste' campaign, LGA Analysis and Research commissioned BMRB social research to undertake an ongoing
study of food packaging. The third wave of this study investigated the food packaging levels and composition on 29
common food items from eight retailers. The research showed that 5 per cent of the weight of the contents of shopping
baskets in the study were made up of packaging and the proportion of waste packaging that was recyclable ranged from
57.8 per cent in Lidl's basket to 66.8 per cent in the baskets from Sainsburys . Since the LGA's first survey in October
2007 the weight of food packaging has been reduced overall but the proportion that can be recycled has changed little.
For more information visit: http://www.lga.gov.uk/Iga/core/page.do?pageld=1095335

Health and social care

The state of social care in England 2007-08

The fourth annual Commission for Social Care Inspection (CSCI) report on the state of social care gives a comprehensive
overview of the social care sector in England. It sets out detailed information on the range, quality and availability of
social care services across the public, private and voluntary sectors. For more information visit:
http://Awww.csci.org.uk/PDF/SOSC08%20Report%2008_Web.pdf

How are the kids?

A major Department of Health (DoH) survey of children's health, How Are the Kids?, has been launched as part of the
Change4Life campaign. Families in England will be asked to give information about their eating and activity habits and, in
return, will receive a specially tailored plan to help them eat well, move more and live longer. For more information visit:
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/News/Recentstories/DH_093993
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Facing facts and tomorrow's reality today: the cost of care

This publication is the second in a series of LGA papers on the future of social care. The first, Our Lives, Our Choices
explored how a simplified, locally-based system of care and support could address a number of the challenges which
make the current system unsustainable.

This second paper looks in more detail at one of the central issues facing the future of adult social care and support:
funding. The publication examines three issues:

the current system of funding and the current costs of care and support;

the future cost of care and support;

making the most of the money available

For more information visit: http://www.lga.gov.uk/Iga/publications/publication-display.do?id=1546470
Coordinated food standards surveys for 2009/10

LACORS recently sent out a communication to confirm that the coordinated food standards surveys for 2009/10 have
been agreed as:

o nutrition standards at nurseries for 1-4 year olds;
o continuation of the ongoing salt, sugar and fat survey in pre-packed food;
. minced beef.

The communication detailing the planned surveys for 2009/10 also provided a link to the LACORS website, where further

information could be found about the planned surveys, including estimated analysis costs and information to support
local funding bids. Some local authorities have experienced difficulties accessing this information and therefore the
website entry has been amended to alleviate these issues.

The updated website entry can be found at
http://www.lacors.gov.uk/lacors/ViewDocument.aspx?doclD=20976&docType=C

For more information contact: Gwyneth Rogers
Team Leader - Food and Animal Health gwyneth.rogers@lacors.gov.uk

Communities

Citizenship survey: April - September 2008, England

These latest national statistics from the CLG Citizenship Survey cover a range of issues including: community cohesion,
empowerment, values, racial and religious prejudice and discrimination, volunteering and charitable giving. For more
information visit: http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/statistics/pdf/1133115.pdf

Making our cities sustainable

A new customised search engine has just been created to open up results from an extensive UK research programme
focused on Sustainable Urban Environments (SUE). This single gateway allows access to over £38 million worth of
government funded research. It will enable Practitioners, Policy Makers and the Third Sector to search for the precise
research, tools and evidence that they need in making decisions about cities, investment for communities, planning,
buildings, transport, regeneration and other aspects of urban sustainability.

To check whether there are research findings relevant to your work please go to the SUE Search engine which is at
http://www.urbansustainabilityexchange.org.uk/ISSUESSueProgramme.htm
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The SUE Search Engine is part of the 'Urban Sustainability Exchange' website, which is being developed to provide a
gateway to all SUE research, and is at http://www.urbansustainabilityexchange.org.uk/index.htm

The SUE Search Engine has been produced by ISSUES, a team working to improve Knowledge Exchange from the ongoing
SUE Programme. Both SUE and ISSUES are funded by the Engineering and Physical Sciences Research Council (EPSRQ).

For more information contact: K.J.Beckmann@hw.ac.uk

Economy / economic development

Cities outlook 2009

The second edition of this annual report from Centre for Cities - looks back at the recent economic performance of UK
cities as well as the main policy milestones of 2008. It also looks ahead to the prospects for UK cities in 2009 and beyond
and reveals the cities most exposed to recession - and least well placed to ride out job losses and business closures over
the coming months. The report suggests that in 2009 all cities will feel recession bite but they will also be leading the
upturn as the economy recovers. For more information visit:
http://www.centreforcities.org/assets/files/Cities % 200utlook %202009.pdf

The credit crunch and regeneration: impact and implications

This CLG study assesses what the effect of the credit crunch has been, what might happen next, and what the key
implications are for partners involved in regeneration. For more information visit:
http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/citiesandregions/pdf/1135143.pdf

Local government

With a little help from our friends

This Localis publication was sponsored by LGA, and compares the governance of England with that of countries across the
world. It demonstrates the fundamental differences between the way local government is thought of in England
compared to countries as diverse as South Africa and Denmark. For more information visit:
http://www.localisresearch.org/files/With %20a % 20Little % 20Help % 20From % 200ur % 20Friends_final.pdf

Neighbourhood statistics data exchange (NDE)

The NDE is a new, free of charge, online facility provided by the Neighbourhood Statistics Service. It has been designed to
make it easier for other information systems to interrogate and engage with the Neighbourhood Statistics datastore. By
using machine to machine technology to speed up and simplify data requests, the NDE provides the facility to download
large volumes of data with direct access to over 300 geographically referenced datasets, allowing more complex analysis
of the wealth of information available.

The primary purpose of the new service is to improve data handling for local authorities and other organisations and to
help ensure that decisions on resource allocation are based on evidence.

The NDE will be welcomed by those who are already users of the Neighbourhood Statistics website and who have
expressed an interest in incorporating data directly into their own systems without the need to 'cut and paste’, as the
data can now be easily integrated into existing business tools. More detailed information on the NDE can be accessed
from:

http://neighbourhood.statistics.gov.uk/dissemination/Info.do?page=nde.htm

To register to use the service, or if you want to contact Neighbourhood Statistics, please email Better.Info@ons.gov.uk For
the latest data on the economy and society consult National Statistics at http:/Awww.statistics.gov.uk

Economic diagnostic tool

IDeA has developed a diagnostic tool to help councils fulfil their enhanced role in place shaping and promoting economic
prosperity. It provides a framework and a set of diagnostic questions for use in self-assessment or peer review. It is
intended to identify gaps in knowledge or interventions, and help councils improve their place shaping role. For more
information visit: http://www.idea.gov.uk/idk/core/page.do?pageld=9325114
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Backing communities: local solutions

This joint report from LGA and the National Council for Voluntary Organisations (NCVO) highlights work that local
authorities are doing with third sector partners to support local people through the recession. It also identifies challenges
faced by third sector organisations at this time; areas of shared concern where greater joint working might be needed in
future; and good practice that can be put in place to ensure that vital support services and good working relationships are
not undermined. For more information visit: http://www.lga.gov.uk/lga/aio/1577798

Looking back, moving forward: accounts of council improvement by leading politicians
This new IDeA publication provides a collection of eight leaders' and one elected mayor's personal accounts of their
council's improvement journey. For more information visit: http://www.idea.gov.uk/idk/aio/9374711

European and international

Awareness of key-policies in the area of freedom, security and justice

This European Commission survey was conducted in order to examine the level of concern that EU citizens felt about key
policies in the area of Freedom, Security and Justice. The amount of support for EU-level actions in those areas and
citizens' opinions as to whether the EU should be communicating those policies more efficiently were considered. For
more information visit: http://ec.europa.eu/public_opinion/flash/fl_252_en.pdf

EUpdate

This is the free fortnightly news bulletin from the LGA's European and International Unit. It contains headline information
on topical European stories that affect local authorities. To receive this bulletin, please visit:
http://www.lga.gov.uk/Iga/reg/user-register.do

Crime and disorder/ safer communities

Homicides, firearm offences and intimate violence 2007/2008

This Home Office bulletin provides supplementary information that accompanies the main 2007/08 crime volume, Crime
in England and Wales 2007/08, which is available at:

http://Awww.homeoffice.gov.uk/rds/pdfs08/hosb0708.pdf

The bulletin contains chapters on homicides and firearm offences, which contain mostly statistics of crimes recorded by
the police. For more information visit: http:/www.homeoffice.gov.uk/rds/pdfs09/hosb0209. pdf

Crime in England and Wales: quarterly update to September 2008

This Home Office update presents the most recent crime statistics from two different sources: the British Crime Survey
(BCS) and police recorded crime. Both datasets represent the most up-to date information, but they cover different time
periods. The BCS results are from interviews conducted in the period October 2007 to September 2008; police recorded
crime refers to the July to September 2008 quarter. For more information visit:
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/rds/pdfs09/hosb0109.pdf

Police service strength England and Wales - 30 September 2008
This Home Office bulletin provides information on police officers (full-time equivalents) in England and Wales on 30
September 2008. For more information visit: http:/www.homeoffice.gov.uk/rds/pdfs09/hosb0309.pdf

Young people, crime and public perceptions a review of the literature

Completed by the NFER (National Foundation for Educational Research) on behalf of the LGA, this report explores the
dynamic between the prevalence of youth crime and the public's perception of offending amongst young people. It
considered whether concerns over youth crime are justified and whether the media image of an increasingly criminal
youth population is a matter of fact or fiction. For more information visit:
http://www.lga.gov.uk/Iga/core/page.do?pageld=1587666
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regular publications and events

Place matters - implementing the UK location strategy
Thursday, 23 April 2009, 10.40am - 2.00pm
Commonwealth Club, Westminster

This Westminster Briefing will give delegates the opportunity to discuss and be informed on the Location Strategy
(published in November 2008) and to hear how local information gathering and sharing can be taken forwards on a
practical level. It will also investigate how the drive for gathering stronger local data fits into, and can inform, the
government's wider drive towards putting considerations of 'place" at the forefront of local authorities strategic planning.
For more information and costs visit: https:/www.eventsforce.net/dods/frontend/reg/homepage.csp?eventiD=1108 or
contact: jonathan.fuller@westminster-briefing.com 020 7096 2920

A vision for the natural environment

Natural England are running a series of workshops as part of their vision for the natural environment to 2060 project.
Informed by an underpinning set of scenarios, the vision will set out what the natural environment could look and
function like in 2060, including how it will contribute to the needs of society. The draft set of scenarios will cover the full
span of Natural England's remit (marine, coast, urban, uplands, lowlands, wetlands) and a range of socio-economic,
cultural and political issues.

Stakeholder engagement is a key component of scenario development and Natural England are running a series of
workshops in March to help further progress and test, the draft scenarios. These are:

3 March Peterborough (likely to have a marine and coastal theme)
10 March Reading Innovation Centre

12 March Taunton

18 March Wakefield

19 March Nottingham

If you would like to attend any of these workshops please email Chris.gordon@naturalengland.org.uk
Government social research bulletin - January 2009

The bulletin highlights GSR news and government research outputs published in the last month. It also contains a website
of the month feature. For more information visit: http:/Awww.gsr.gov.uk/new_research/bulletin/2009/0901.asp
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Local Government Association

The Local Government Association is the national voice
for more than 450 local authorities in England and Wales.
The LGA group comprises the LGA and five partner
organisations which work together to support, promote
and improve local government.
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Tell us what you think

We hope to provide information which is useful and accessible.

Please contact Michelle Pickford (michelle.pickford@Iga.gov.uk) with your comments and feedback on
LGAARB.

For further information, please contact:
LGA Analysis and Research

Local Government House, Smith Square,
London SW1P 3HZ

Telephone 020 7664 3000
http://www.lga.gov.uk/research
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local government queries on 020 7664 3131
Fax 020 7664 3030

Email info@lga.gov.uk
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information about the LGA group

The Improvement and Development Agency (IDeA)

The IDeA aims to make public services the best public services by supporting self-sustaining improvement from
within local government. The IDeA works in partnership with all councils, to enhance the performance of the best,
accelerate the speed of improvement of the rest, and develop the sector as a whole. For more information visit:
http://www.idea.gov.uk/idk/core/page.do?pageld=1

Leadership Centre for Local Government

Leadership Centre for Local Government give leaders the opportunity to shift their thinking on leadership so they
can fundamentally transform their communities for the better. They help and support leaders while they reassess
their approach to leadership — in practice leading across place rather than just their authorities. This means
thinking beyond the familiar, to find new and different ways of meeting the leadership challenges. LCLG create
the space for senior managers and politicians to think about the ambitions they have for their communities and
how they can achieve them in order to fundamentally transform their localities for the better. For more
information visit: http://www.localleadership.gov.uk/

Local Authorities Coordinators of Regulatory Services (LACORS)

LACORS provide and disseminate comprehensive advice, guidance, good practice and information to make a
major contribution to the development of high quality, consistent and co-ordinated local authority regulatory and
related services across the UK. For more information visit: http://www.lacors.gov.uk/pages/trade/lacors.asp

Local Government Association (LGA)

The LGA exists to promote better local government. It works with and for member authorities to realise a shared
vision of local government that enables local people to shape a distinctive and better future for their locality and
its communities. The LGA aims to put local councils at the heart of the drive to improve public services and to
work with government to ensure that the policy, legislative and financial context in which they operate, supports
that objective. The LGA's European and International Unit (the former Local Government International Bureau)
lobbies the EU and international institutions to get the best deal for councils; keeps councils informed about EU
work that affects them; develops international partnerships and co-operation; supports locally elected members in
European and international institutions; and promotes the development of local democracy around the world. For
more information visit: http://www.lga.gov.uk

Local Government Employers (LGE)

LGE is the national centre of excellence for local authorities on pay, pensions and employment strategy. They work
with local authorities, regional employers and other bodies to lead and create solutions on pay, pensions and the
employment contract, to ensure the provision of excellent and affordable local services. For more information visit:
http://www.lge.gov.uk

4ps

4ps, local government’s project delivery specialist, works exclusively to help all local authorities deliver better public
services via major infrastructure and service projects. A range of support is available from 4ps including access to
best practice, skills development workshops, gateway reviews and project management support. This support can
help local authorities seeking to deliver initiatives such as Private Finance Initiatives (PFl) and Public Private
Partnership (PPP) secure funding, carry out options appraisals, evaluate bids and negotiate contracts. For more
information visit: http://www.4ps.gov.uk/
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new research and statistics

Employment, pay and workforce trends

Labour market statistics - January 2009

These Office for National Statistics (ONS) statistics show that there has been a fall in both the number of people in
employment and the employment rate. The number of unemployed people, the unemployment rate and the claimant
count have all increased. For more information visit: http:/Awww.statistics.gov.uk/pdfdir/Imsuk0109.pdf

Qualitative evaluation of the jobseeker mandatory activity (JMA)

This Department for Work and Pensions (DWP) report presents the key findings of a qualitative evaluation research
programme that has examined the implementation of the Jobseeker Mandatory Activity (JMA) pilot. The JMA provided
extra support to help Jobseeker's Allowance (JSA) claimants back into employment. The focus was on those aged 25 years
or more who had been claiming benefits for six months. The pilot was tested in ten areas over a two-year period with the
first customers entering provision in April 2006. For more information visit:
http://www.dwp.gov.uk/asd/asd5/rports2009-2010/rrep553.pdf

The local government employment digest

The latest edition of the local government employment digest (which provides figures and commentary on labour market
and pay issues/trends from LGA research team surveys and other official sources) is now available. For more information
visit: http://www.lga.gov.uk/Iga/core/page.do?pageld=1094987

Transport

Bus and light rail statistics Great Britain: July-September 08

This Department for Transport (DfT) bulletin contains the latest quarterly data on passenger satisfaction, bus reliability and
bus and light rail patronage in Bus and Light Rail Statistics GB: July to September 2008. For more information visit:
http://www.dft.gov.uk/pgr/statistics/datatablespublications/public/buslightrail/buslightrail200809/busjulsept08

International sea passengers: provisional estimates - November 2008
This DfT release provides key statistics on passengers arriving and departing Great Britain by ferry. For more information
visit: http://www.dft.gov.uk/pgr/statistics/datatablespublications/maritime/passengers/

Planning and designing an inclusive journey environment

The AUNT-SUE (Accessibility and User Needs in Transport for Sustainable Urban Environments) project works on socially
inclusive design and operation in transport and the related public realm. The team is producing a tool-kit that can be used
at all scales from the macro to the micro-level of streets, vehicles and facilities (eg bus stops, signage, ticketing). Central to
the approach is the integration of policy, design and operations throughout the whole journey environment. More details
on: www.aunt-sue.info The tools include:

AMELIA

AMELIA (A Methodology for Enhancing Life by Increasing Accessibility) is a GlS-based tool that can be used by transport
planners to establish how many people meet accessibility benchmarks as a result of policy interventions. It is led by
University College London (UCL) in co-operation with Hertfordshire County Council. For more details contact: Prof. Roger
Mackett (Email: rim@transport.ucl.ac.uk ) or visit www.aunt-sue.info/tools.html
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HADRIAN

HADRIAN (Human Anthropometric Data Requirements Investigation and Analysis) is a CAD-based tool that enables
designers and planners to simulate how different individuals cope with various transport-related tasks. HADRIAN allows
accessibility to be assessed during the concept stage of design to assist designers and ergonomists in achieving a highly
inclusive solution. It is led by Loughborough University. For more details contact Dr Russell Marshall (Email:
R.Marshall@lboro.ac.uk) or visit: www.aunt-sue.info/tools.html

Street design index

A Geographic Information System (GIS) based Street Design Index ‘SDI" is being developed to enable designers and
planners to model the urban environment more comprehensively, and to understand how its diverse features can affect
users’ perceptions of streets and public areas. It can be used to identify areas that are perceived negatively by pedestrians
and so have the potential to restrict their movements. For more details contact Prof. Graeme Evans
(g.evans@londonmet.ac.uk) or visit www.aunt-sue.info/tools.html

Housing

Decent homes in the social sector - statistics reconciliation project 2008

This Communities and Local Government (CLG) report summarises the results of a project to explore the discrepancies in
non-decent social sector dwelling estimates reported in a national survey and local statistical returns. For more information
visit: http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/housing/pdf/decenthomesreconciliation. pdf
http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/statistics/pdf/1095351.pdf

Education and children's services

Annual performance assessments

Ofsted has published the outcomes of the 2008 Annual Performance Assessments (APAs) conducted across 147 local
authorities in England. The APAs provide a broad overview of every council’s performance in relation to children’s services,
including education, social care and health. Of the 147 councils receiving an APA, 73 per cent have been judged good or
outstanding in the contribution they make to improving services overall for children and young people, a decrease on last
year, when the figure was 78 per cent. For more information visit: http:/Awww.ofsted.gov.uk/Ofsted-home/News/Press-
and-media/2008/December/Ofsted-publishes-2008-Annual-Performance-Assessments

Young adult carers in the UK: experiences, needs and services for carers aged 16-24

This report from The Princess Royal Trust for Carers provides an in-depth picture of the numbers, needs, experiences and
service responses to young adult carers aged 16-24. The report draws on original data, including in-depth interviews with
carers aged 18-24, focus groups with carers aged 16-17, surveys of young and adult carers services and Census data. For
more information visit: http:/static.carers.org/files/yac20report-final-241008-3787..pdf

Service needs and delivery following the onset of caring amongst children and young adults:
evidenced based review

This review from the Commission for Rural Communities provides an overview and synthesis of research and other
evidence on ‘young carers’ and ‘young adult carers’ in the UK. It examines the number and characteristics of young
carers and young adult carers; the factors that explain why they become carers in the first place and why they often have
to stay in these caring roles for many years; the nature of the tasks and responsibilities that they perform within the
family; the range of negative and positive outcomes that are associated with caring (and how issues of resilience may
affect these outcomes); the needs of young carers/young adult carers and how they can be best supported by health,
social care, education and other service providers (including details of relevant legislation and policy). Finally, the review
focuses on the specific issues confronting rural young carers/young adult carers and rural service providers. For more
information visit: http://www.ruralcommunities.gov.uk/files/CRC %20web36%20YCIRE.pdf
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The 2008 school and college (post-16) achievement and attainment tables

These Department for Children, Schools and Families (DCSF) tables provide information on the achievement and
attainment of students of sixth-form age in secondary schools and further education sector colleges. They also show how
they compare with other schools and colleges in the area and England as a whole. For more information visit:
http://Awww.dcsf.gov.uk/performancetables/

GCE/VCE A/AS and equivalent examination results in England: 2007-08 (revised)

This DCSF statistical release provides revised information on the overall achievements of young people in GCE, VCE,
Applied A/AS and other equivalent examinations in 2007-08. It contains revised national-level analyses by school type,
gender and subject and revised local authority-level analyses by gender. For more information visit:
http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/rsgateway/DB/SFR/s000827/SFR0O1_2009_PDF.pdf

GCSE and equivalent results in England: 2007-08 (revised)

This DCSF statistical release provides information on the overall achievements of young people in GCSE and equivalent
examinations in 2008. It contains revised national-level analyses by school type, gender and subject and revised local
authority-level analyses by gender. For more information visit:
http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/rsgateway/DB/SFR/s000826/SFR02_2009_Final.pdf

Virtual learning environments - an evaluation of their development in a sample of educational
settings

This Ofsted report evaluates how virtual learning environments (VLEs) are developing within a selection of providers. VLEs
use computers to allow remote access to learning materials. As the routine use of computers becomes all pervasive, there
is an expectation that VLEs will form a significant part of the next generation’s experience of learning. For more
information visit: http://Awww.ofsted.gov.uk/Ofsted-home/Publications-and-research/Browse-all-by/Documents-by-
type/Thematic-reports/Virtual-learning-environments-an-evaluation-of-their-development-in-a-sample-of-educational-settings

Environment

UK emissions of air pollutants

These Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (Defra) statistics show results from the National Atmospheric
Emissions Inventory (NAEI) for UK emissions of sulphur dioxide, nitrogen oxides, non-methane volatile organic compounds
(NMVOCs) and ammonia. For more information visit:
http://www.defra.gov.uk/environment/statistics/airqual/download/pdf/ns0409. pdf

Health and social care

The gender and access to health services study: final report

The Department of Health (DoH) commissioned the Men'’s Health Forum to undertake a study into the different ways
women and men access health services. The report aims to provide an evidence base to help determine key gender health
priorities for the Department and the NHS. For more information visit:
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_092042

Monitoring poverty and social exclusion (MPSE) 2008

The tenth MPSE annual report from the Joseph Rowntree Foundation (JRF), provides an independent assessment of the
progress being made in eliminating poverty and social exclusion in Britain. The report uses official government data from a
wide range of sources, and is built around a set of 50 indicators. It covers a range of issues, including material on low
income, work, qualifications, health, housing, and exclusion from services. A major theme of this year's report is
comparing progress over the first five years of this government with the most recent five. For more information visit:
http://www.jrf.org.uk/bookshop/eBooks/2315-society-poverty-exclusion. pdf
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Population and migration

The impact of the recession on migrant labour

This paper from LGA Analysis and Research, examines the effect that the current economic downturn is likely to have on
migrant labour in the UK. It considers sectors which are known to be significant employers of migrant workers, looking at
the potential impact of the downturn on the migrant labour in each sector. It also examines how new migration rules
based on the recommendations of the Migration Advisory Committee (MAC) might impact on these sectors. For more
information visit: http://www.lga.gov.uk/lga/core/page.do?pageld=1493681

Communities and place shaping

Community ownership and management of assets

Community organisations have owned or managed assets, including buildings and land, for many years. Community-
based organisations are those that are independent of government or market and include locally based housing
associations and co-operatives. Current government policy encourages the transfer of assets to community organisations.
This JRF study reviewed existing evidence to explore the scale of community ownership in the UK, the benefits and
outcomes that arise from it, and differing international approaches. For more information visit:
http://www.jrf.org.uk/bookshop/eBooks/2322-community-organisations-assets.pdf

Local authority engagement with faith groups and inter faith organisations

LGA Analysis and Research in partnership with the Inter Faith Network, conducted a survey to investigate how local
authorities are engaging with local inter faith and faith organisations through funding, consulting and involvement. It also
looked at training and guidance, mapping of faith activity and challenges in working in this area. The survey also
prompted respondents to highlight examples of good practice and particular challenges and opportunities. For more
information visit: http://www.lga.gov.uk/Iga/aio/1297417 or contact louise.dove@lga.gov.uk 020 7664 3270

Economy/economic development

Crunch time? The impact of the economic downturn on local government finances

The Audit Commission have published a study of council finances which shows that most local authorities anticipated the
increased costs, and loss of income caused by the credit crunch to some extent. For more information visit:
http://www.audit-commission.gov.uk/Products/NATIONAL-REPORT/891AD844-E222-431C-804D-
9C48C89A33E0/CrunchTime19DecO8REP.pdf

Survey of the impact of the economic slowdown on local authorities 2008

The survey was conducted by the LGA Analysis and Research team for the IDeA, LGA and LGE in partnership with the
Society of Local Authority Chief Executives and Senior Managers (SOLACE). The purpose was to establish an early
assessment of how the current economic downturn climate is affecting the people and localities that councils serve, and
therefore councils themselves. The results provide a start point in building a national picture of how councils are
experiencing the impact of economic downturn in their localities on a consistent basis by examining these experiences as
we enter an uncertain period of economic austerity. For more information visit: http:/Awww.lga.gov.uk/Iga/aio/1396274

Local government

What's in a name?

This New Local Government Network (NLGN) report suggests that Councils should commemorate local British heroes by
naming public places such as streets and parks in their name. For more information visit:
http://www.nlgn.org.uk/public/iwp-content/uploads/whats-in-a-name.pdf
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Timely information to citizens - invitation to bid for pilot funding

The Timely Information to Citizens project team at CLG is inviting local authorities in England to submit funding proposals
for innovative pilot projects to provide better local information to citizens. There is approximately £500,000 to award in
2009-10, to fund a mixture of capital and revenue projects. The deadline for funding 27 February 2009. To find out more
visit: http://www.esd.org.uk/forums/iviewforum.php?f=196.

National census of Local Authority councillors 2008

The fifth census of local authority councillors in England has now been published. The census provides the most
comprehensive snapshot of local government representation and analyses of trends over time. Conducting it was one of
the Councillors” Commission’s recommendations. The census asks councillors about: their work as councilors, their views
on a range of issues and various personal characteristics. It enables LGA and IDeA to help councillors serve their
communities effectively and get the best from councils. It also assists central and local government and political parties in
the development of strategies and policies for local government. For more information visit:
http://www.lga.gov.uk/Iga/core/page.do?pageld=1095015 or contact: stephen.richards@Iga.gov.uk 020 7664 3256

European and international

EUpdate

This is the free fortnightly news bulletin from the LGA's European and International Unit. It contains headline information
on topical European stories that affect local authorities. To receive this bulletin, please visit:
http://www.lga.gov.uk/Iga/reg/user-register.do

Second European quality of life survey - first findings (résumé)

The European Quality of Life Survey (EQLS) represents a unique attempt to explore quality of life in a wide range of
countries. It highlights the social and economic policy challenges facing the EU following the two recent rounds of
enlargement. The survey investigates the social situation in the enlarged Union. The main results of the second EQLS will
be published in spring 2009 http:/Awww.eurofound.europa.eu/pubdocs/2008/52/en/1/EFO852EN. pdf

Crime and disorder/safer communities

Population in custody November 2008

This statistical release from the Ministry of Justice presents figures for the population in custody with summary figures
on the population in prison establishments, police cells, secure children’s homes and secure training centres. For more
information visit: http://www.justice.gov.uk/docs/population-in-custody-november08.pdf

Learning and skills for the longer-serving offender

This Ofsted survey was conducted to evaluate the provision of learning and skills for offenders on long custodial
sentences. The findings derive from survey visits to 19 prisons and an analysis of the reports of 10 inspections. For more
information visit: http://www.ofsted.gov.uk/Ofsted-home/Publications-and-research/Browse-all-by/Post-16-learning-and-
skills/Read-about-this-new-section/Judicial-services/Learning-and-skills-for-the-longer-serving-offender

Learning and skills for offenders serving short custodial sentences

This Ofsted report evaluates the provision of learning and skills for offenders on short custodial sentences. The findings
are based upon survey visits to 19 prisons and an analysis of the reports of 12 inspections. For more information visit:
http://www.ofsted.gov.uk/Ofsted-home/Publications-and-research/Browse-all-by/Post-16-learning-and-skills/Read-about-
this-new-section/Judicial-services/Learning-and-skills-for-offenders-serving-short-custodial-sentences
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Other research

Supporting local information and research: understanding demand and supporting capacity

CLG, in partnership with the Audit Commission and the LGA, commissioned this external review to better understand
how to strengthen support to local partners in using local information and research in decision-making. The investigation
has probed the following questions:

e What are the sources of demand for local information and research?
* How is research carried out locally?
e How is local information and analysis currently supported by national, regional and sub-regional organisations?

The report includes recommendations for national, regional, and local organisations for strengthening support for local
partners. For more information visit: http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/communities/pdf/1106248.pdf
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regular publications and events

Royal Statistical Society - social statistics section seminar
Choices and Constraints in childcare provision: users’ perspectives
3 February 2009, Royal Statistical Society, London

In 2004, the government launched its 10 Year Child Care strategy which aimed to ensure that parents were better
supported in their choices around work and family responsibilities, that childcare was available to all families, and was
flexible in its provision. Using data from the Families and Children Study (DWP) and the Childcare and Early Years Survey
of Parents (DCSF) this meeting will consider factors that affect decision-making around work and childcare from the
perspective of users

Attendance is free but pre-registration is recommended. You can register by email: meetings@rss.org.uk or by phone
(020) 7638 8998. For further information contact Rosalyn Harper on rosalyn.harper@googlemail.com

RIGT/Lancaster University ESRC Sponsored Seminar: Local Authorities and Gambling
4 February 2009, 1 Great George Street, London, SW1P 3AA
10.00-17.00

The Responsibility in Gambling Trust (RIGT and Lancaster University, are hosting an Economic and Social Research Council
(ESRC) sponsored seminar on Local Authorities and gambling.

The conference will feature a range of local and international speakers discussing issues and challenges for Local
Authorities post the Gambling Act 2005. Key topics will include measuring the impact of gambling on communities;
community indicators of gambling and the new casinos; transferring knowledge about gambling to local services; and
player protection technologies.

Two international speakers have been confirmed — Dr Tony Schellinck of Nova Scotia, Canada and Mr Michael O'Neil of
Adelaide, Australia. Dr Schellinck is an expert on electronic gaming machines and the use of player tracking technologies
to support business, player protection and harm minimisation outcomes. Mr Michael O’Neil has been involved in a
number of research projects measuring the impact of gambling on local communities.

To register please contact Natalie Simpson (natalie.simpson@rigt.org.uk) or 0207 953 3878.

UK GMES forum-developing operational GMES services
Thursday 5th March 2009, London

Global Monitoring for Environment and Security (GMES) is a major programme, funded by the European Commission and
European Space Agency, to make available a wide variety of environmental information services. The annual UK GMES
Forum offers an opportunity for the UK stakeholder community to be informed of progress made toward an operational
GMES. The UK Forum also facilitates discussion on the best way forward for GMES from a UK perspective and provides an
opportunity for interaction between the services providers, users and funders.

The UK GMES Forum 2009 will:

Provide an update from the European Commission and the European Space Agency on the current state of the GMES
programme

Showcase core services in marine, land, atmosphere and emergency response
Examine the emerging issues around coordination of non-satellite data for GMES
Examine the potential UK interests in a GMES climate service

For more information visit: http:/www.lga.gov.uk/lga/core/page.do?pageld=1412219
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LARIA annual conference 2009 - 'Rising to the challenge’
Monday 30th March until Wednesday 1st April 2009, Loughborough University

The Local Authorities Research and Intelligence Association (LARIA) conference will provide an opportunity to discuss
topical public research issues and hear about ways to address current and future challenges. It also provides a networking
opportunity, not only with colleagues but also with academic and government delegates as well as commercial
exhibitors.For more information visit: http://www.lga.gov.uk/lga/core/page.do?pageld=1412176

National science and engineering week 2009

National Science and Engineering Week 2009, which includes the 2009 Festival of Social Science, is an annual, week long
programme of free events held across the UK, running from Friday 6 March until Sunday 15 March 2009. The Festival will
provide you with a fascinating insight into some of the country’s leading research and how it influences our lives - both
now and in the future. For more information visit:
http://www.the-ba.net/the-ba/Events/NSEW/WhatsOn/NSEWEvents/index.htm and www.esrcfestival.ac.uk

What's shaping public service performance? - a research perspective
13 March, Birmingham

LARCI (Local Authority Research Council Innitiative) is running this seminar with the Economic and Social Research
Council (ESRC) Public Services Programme. It will include a cross-section of academic and practitioner perspectives on
improving the management and delivery of public services, driven by local government requests for better informed
research, policy and practice. Contact andrea.turner@esrc.ac.uk to register for this free event, or visit
www.larci.org.uk/events for further information.

ESRC public policy seminars

ESRC runs a series of Public Policy Seminars , the next is on 12 February in London and is entitled “How responsive should
policing be to community priorities and concerns?” To register contact knowledgetransfer@esrc.ac.uk before 6th February
2009. The full list of future seminars can be found at:
http://www.esrc.ac.uk/ESRCInfoCentre/about/Cl/events/esrcseminar/index.aspx

Ontheweb

This is a monthly current awareness service, produced by the National Foundation for Educational Research (NFER). It
highlights recent reports, publications and useful documents from prominent educational research and Children’s Services
related websites which are available to download or view without payment. For more information visit:
http://www.nfer.ac.uk/latest-news/ontheweb/ontheweb-current-awareness-service.cfm

National studies update - December 2008

Published quarterly, the National Studies Update newsletter provides up-to-date information about recently published
Audit Commission national reports and an update on studies in progress. For more information visit: http:/www.audit-
commission.gov.uk/nationalstudies/nationalstudiesupdate/issueb/issue6.asp?issue=6&linkid- 1

IDeA knowledge weekly bulletin

The IDeA Knowledge weekly bulletin provides links to the latest improvement news from across the public sector, case
studies from councils in England and Wales, government guidance and research, feature articles on key issues and
interviews with key figures. For more information visit: http:/Awww.idea.gov.uk/idk/core/page.do?pageld=7564728
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Government social research (GSR) bulletin - December 2008
This bulletin contains the latest GSR news and government research outputs and a website of the month feature. For
more information visit: http://www.gsr.gov.uk/new_research/bulletin/2008/0812.asp

ESRC E-NEWS

The online newsletter for the ESRC community, eNews, was launched May 2008 and is issued every two months,
highlighting funding opportunities, corporate news and other information of interest for the community. For more
information visit:

http://www.esrcsocietytoday.ac.uk/ESRCInfoCentre/about/Cl/CP/enews/nov08.aspx? Componentld=29708&SourcePageld=2
9586
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information about the LGA group

The Improvement and Development Agency (IDeA)

The IDeA aims to make public services the best public services by supporting self-sustaining improvement from
within local government. The IDeA works in partnership with all councils, to enhance the performance of the best,
accelerate the speed of improvement of the rest, and develop the sector as a whole. For more information visit:
http://www.idea.gov.uk/idk/core/page.do?pageld=1

Leadership Centre for Local Government

Leadership Centre for Local Government give leaders the opportunity to shift their thinking on leadership so they
can fundamentally transform their communities for the better. They help and support leaders while they reassess
their approach to leadership — in practice leading across place rather than just their authorities. This means thinking
beyond the familiar, to find new and different ways of meeting the leadership challenges. LCLG create the space
for senior managers and politicians to think about the ambitions they have for their communities and how they can
achieve them in order to fundamentally transform their localities for the better. For more information visit:
http://www.localleadership.gov.uk/

Local Authorities Coordinators of Regulatory Services (LACORS)

LACORS provide and disseminate comprehensive advice, guidance, good practice and information to make a major
contribution to the development of high quality, consistent and co-ordinated local authority regulatory and related
services across the UK. For more information visit: http:/Awww.lacors.gov.uk/pages/trade/lacors.asp

Local Government Association (LGA)

The LGA exists to promote better local government. It works with and for member authorities to realise a shared
vision of local government that enables local people to shape a distinctive and better future for their locality and its
communities. The LGA aims to put local councils at the heart of the drive to improve public services and to work
with government to ensure that the policy, legislative and financial context in which they operate, supports that
objective. The LGA’s European and International Unit (the former Local Government International Bureau) lobbies
the EU and international institutions to get the best deal for councils; keeps councils informed about EU work that
affects them; develops international partnerships and co-operation; supports locally elected members in European
and international institutions; and promotes the development of local democracy around the world. For more
information visit: http://Awww.lga.gov.uk

Local Government Employers (LGE)

LGE is the national centre of excellence for local authorities on pay, pensions and employment strategy. They work
with local authorities, regional employers and other bodies to lead and create solutions on pay, pensions and the
employment contract, to ensure the provision of excellent and affordable local services. For more information visit:
http://Awww.lge.gov.uk

4ps

4ps, local government'’s project delivery specialist, works exclusively to help all local authorities deliver better public
services via major infrastructure and service projects. A range of support is available from 4ps including access

to best practice, skills development workshops, gateway reviews and project management support. This support
can help local authorities seeking to deliver initiatives such as Private Finance Initiatives (PFl) and Public Private
Partnership (PPP) secure funding, carry out options appraisals, evaluate bids and negotiate contracts. For more
information visit: http:/Awww.4ps.gov.uk/
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new research and statistics

Employment pay and workforce trends

Equality group inequalities in education, employment and earnings: research review and analysis of
trends over time

This Equality and Human Rights Commission (EHRC) report provides an analysis of patterns and trends in the
educational and work-life experiences of several equality groups, focusing on gender, ethnicity, disability and sexual
orientation. In addition to a review of existing research, it draws on a range of national data sources over a period
of several years. The report finds that, although education protects minority ethnic groups, women and disabled
people against disadvantage in employment and income, they do not enjoy the full returns to education that might
be expected. For a copy of this report contact: research@equalityhumanrights.com

Pay gaps across the equality strands

This EHRC report examines research evidence on pay gaps in the UK from 2000 onwards by gender, sexual
orientation, ethnicity, disability, religion or belief and age. Building on the substantial body of evidence on the
gender pay gap, the report considers the extent of pay gaps as measured by the existing research evidence, outlines
the limitations of this evidence (which is particularly acute for sexual orientation and religion or belief), and draws
out the implications for future research and data collection.

For a copy of the report contact: research@equalityhumanrights.com

Older people inside and outside the labour market

This EHRC report reviews the research literature on people aged 50 and over from an equalities perspective.
Drawing on academic, government policy and evaluation evidence, the report focuses on five broad themes:
employment; income: earnings, pensions and benefits; education; health; and community life and access to
services. It reveals that many of the disadvantages afflicting individuals at younger ages have consequences in later
life. The extent to which older people experience inequality of opportunity and outcome is also affected by a range
of determinants, notably class and gender. For a copy of the report contact: research@equalityhumanrights.com

The growth of claimant unemployment to vacancy ratio by area

LGA Analysis and Research have examined how the number of unfilled vacancies has changed over the past
year at local authority district level. The report analyses the growth in job seekers allowance (JSA) claimant count
unemployment to live unfilled vacancy ratio as at May 2009 and May 2008. Maps show how the geographical
distribution of rising claimants per vacancy ratio varies between these years.

For more information visit: http://www.lga.gov.uk/lga/core/page.do?pageld=2322082

Disability Living Allowance and work expectations: analysis of the New Deal for disabled people-eligible
population survey

This Department for Work and Pensions (DWP) report investigates the relationship between the receipt of Disability
Living Allowance (DLA) and employment. Entitlement to this benefit is not affected by a person’s work status,
however employment rates among DLA recipients are very low. The survey assessed respondents’ attitudes towards
work and included a set of questions asking about ‘barriers’ preventing work and the factors that would potentially
act as a 'bridge’ back into work. For more information visit: http:/research.dwp.gov.uk/asd/asd5/rports2009-2010/
rrep584.pdf
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Disability Living Allowance claimants: a new assessment - the characteristics and aspirations of the
incapacity benefit claimants who receive disability living allowance

This DWP report considers the 1.25 million adults of working age who claim DLA as well as incapacity benefits. It
aims to identify the characteristics and aspirations of these men and women, and to assess the extent to which they
differ from, or are similar to, the Incapacity Benefit (IB) claimant group as a whole. For more information visit:
http://research.dwp.gov.uk/asd/asd5/rports2009-2010/rrep585. pdf

Recruitment, retention and turnover survey report

The 2009 Recruitment, retention and turnover survey report from the Chartered Institute of Personnel Development
(CIPD), provides information on current and emerging trends in people resourcing practice. It considers; resourcing
strategies and objectives, recruitment difficulties, attracting and selecting candidates, diversity strategies, labour
turnover and staff retention. For more information visit:
http://www.cipd.co.uk/subjects/recruitmen/general/_recruitment_summary.htm?IsSrchRes=1

Transport

Review of low carbon technologies for heavy goods vehicles

This Department for Transport (DfT) research presents an analysis of a number of HGV technologies with carbon
saving potential. It evaluates these technologies in terms of CO, benefits, technology costs, environmental costs
arising from production of the technology, safety and other limitations, and the maturity of the technology within
the market. For more information visit: http://www.dft.gov.uk/pgr/freight/lowcarbontechnologies/lowcarbon.pdf

Vehicle registration and licensing statistics - May 2009
These DfT statistics provide updated information on the licensed vehicle stock and new registrations in Great
Britain. For more information visit: http:/Awww.dft.gov.uk/pgr/statistics/datatablespublications/vehicles/vehreg.xls

International sea passengers: provisional estimates - May 2009

This DfT release updates key statistics on passengers arriving and departing Great Britain by ferry. For more
information visit:
http://www.dft.gov.uk/pgr/statistics/datatablespublications/maritime/passengers/seapassapr2009.xls

Congestion on inter-urban roads: monthly provisional estimates May 2009

The latest DfT monthly national statistics provide information on congestion on inter-urban roads in England. For
more information visit: http:/www.dft.gov.uk/pgr/statistics/datatablespublications/roadstraffic/speedscongestion/
congestiononthestrategicroad5359

Road casualties in Great Britain: main results: 2008

These DfT statistics provide information on road casualties in accidents reported to the police in Great Britain in
2008. For more information visit:
http://www.dft.gov.uk/pgr/statistics/datatablespublications/accidents/casualtiesmr/rcgbmainresults2008

Road statistics 2008: traffic, speeds and congestion

This DfT bulletin includes the first release of national statistics on 2008 road traffic in Great Britain, free flow vehicle
speeds in Great Britain, and traffic speeds on the strategic road network in England. The bulletin also includes
further information about congestion on urban and inter-urban roads. For more information visit:
http://www.dft.gov.uk/pgr/statistics/datatablespublications/roadstraffic/speedscongestion/roadstatstsc/
roadstats08tsc
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Housing

Mortgage rescue scheme monitoring statistics: May 2009

These Communities and Local Government (CLG) statistics give information on the number of households
approaching local authorities with mortgage difficulties and households applying and accepted for the scheme. For
more information visit: http:/Awww.communities.gov.uk/publications/corporate/statistics/mortgagerescuestatistics

Education and children’s services

What is needed to end child poverty in Wales?

This Joseph Rowntree Foundation (JRF) study discusses progress made in Wales to end child poverty, and suggests
what the Welsh Assembly Government could do to reach the 2020 target. For more information visit:
http://Awww.jrf.org.uk/sites/files/jrf/end-child-poverty-wales-summary.pdf

The exclusion from school of children aged four to seven

The number of children aged seven and under who are excluded from primary schools is very small however, some
children of this age group are receiving fixed-period exclusions which occasionally lead to permanent exclusion. This
Ofsted report explores the reasons for this and the ways in which some schools manage to avoid using exclusion.
For more information visit: http://www.ofsted.gov.uk/Ofsted-home/Publications-and-research/Browse-all-by/
Documents-by-type/Thematic-reports/The-exclusion-from-school-of-children-aged-four-to-seven

Student loans for higher education in England: financial year 2008-09 (provisional)

This statistical first release from the Student Loans Company provides statistics on loan outlays, repayments of loans
and borrowers' activities for students in Higher Education (HE). It covers English domiciled students studying in

the UK and EU students entering HE in England and shows provisional figures for financial year 2008-09 and final
figures for financial years 2006-07 and 2007-08.

For more information visit: http://www.slc.co.uk/pdf/slcsfr022009. pdf

Post-16 education and skills: learner participation, outcomes and level of highest qualification held
These latest statistics from the Department for Children, Schools and Families (DCSF) report on post-16 education,
learner participation and outcomes and level of highest qualification held for the period 2005/06 to 2007/08.
They also show provisional information for 2008/09. For more information visit:
http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/rsgateway/DB/SFR/s000855/SFR. pdf

Destinations of leavers from higher education in the United Kingdom for the academic year 2007/08

This Statistical First Release has been produced by the Higher Education Statistics Agency (HESA). This is an annual
publication which shows figures for the first destinations of graduates six months after graduation (i.e. the numbers
in employment, those in further study, and unemployed), including comparisons with the previous two years. For
more information visit: http:/Awww.hesa.ac.uk/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=1479&Itemid=161

Becoming a teacher: teachers’ experiences of initial teacher training, induction and early professional
development - final report

This DCSF report explores beginner teachers’ experiences in initial teacher training (ITT), induction and early
professional development. It investigates why some did not enter into teaching or left the profession within the first
few years of teaching and how their experiences related to their ITT route. For more information visit:
http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/research/data/uploadfiles/DCSF-RR115.pdf
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Special educational needs in England: January 2009

These DCSF statistics provide information on special educational needs and special schools in England. It updates
and supplements provisional information published on 7 May 2009. For more information visit:
http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/rsgateway/DB/SFR/s000852/SFR14_2009.pdf

Mapping the terrain: 16-19 funding transfer

In October 2008 the LGA commissioned the National Foundation for Educational Research (NFER) to undertake
research to establish local authority and providers’ early experiences with regard to the 16-19 funding transfer.
The aim was to inform future progress in terms of workforce capacity issues. Key findings from nine case studies,
including 54 semi-structured interviews are presented in the report under the headings; progress, challenges and
the future. For more information visit: http:/Awww.lga.gov.uk/Iga/core/page.do?pageld=2394367

DCSF schools research news

This newsletter is produced by the Chief Adviser on School Standards Unit at the DCSF. It is intended to help
keep policy and field staff, practitioners, teacher educators and others with an interest in education up to date
with recently published research and provides opportunities to get involved in research. The June edition is now
available. For more information visit: http://iwww.standards.dfes.gov.uk/research/

The impact of integrated services on children and their families in Sure Start children’s centres

This Ofsted report is the result of small-scale evaluation involving children, parents and families in 20 children’s
centres visited between June and December 2008. It found that the effective integration of services is having a
positive impact in terms of support for children and parents in over half of the centres visited. The least effective
partnership working seen was between the children’s centres and Jobcentre Plus. For more information visit:
http://www.ofsted.gov.uk/Ofsted-home/Publications-and-research/Browse-all-by/Documents-by-type/Thematic-
reports/The-impact-of-integrated-services-on-children-and-their-families-in-Sure-Start-children-s-centres

Statistical release: NI 52 - take up of school lunches in England 2008-2009

These statistics are based on data provided by local authorities (LAs) as part of the 2009 School Food Trust and
Local Authority Caterers Association annual survey. There has been a small increase in the take up of school meals
and this is the first time that there has been an increase at secondary level since the new standards for school food
were introduced. For more information visit:
http://www.schoolfoodtrust.org.uk/UploadDocs/Library/Documents/ni52_statistical_release08-09.pdf

Preventable child deaths in England: year ending 31 March 2009

This DCSF statistical release provides figures on child deaths which have been reviewed by Local Safeguarding
Children Boards (LSCBs) in England between 1 April 2008 and 31 March 2009. For more information visit:
http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/rsgateway/DB/STR/d000863/STR_PreventableChildDeathsv2.pdf

Black role models: which messages work?

This CLG research summarises findings from a study that explored the effect of different types of role model
messages in order to identify those with the most positive potential impact on Black boys and Black young men,
and to identify any potentially negative effects. For more information visit:
http://Awww.communities.gov.uk/documents/communities/pdf/1281168.pdf
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Understanding the risks of social exclusion across the life course: youth and young adulthood

The Social Exclusion Task Force (SETF) commissioned four studies based on the secondary analysis of existing data
with a view to providing evidence to better understand social exclusion at different stages of the life course. The
research showed that one of the most significant triggers of risk of social exclusion in young adulthood is having
lived in a family who was in receipt of income support during adolescence. For more information visit:
http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/media/226116/youth.pdf

Environment

Making NERC science work for local authorities

The Natural Environment Research Council (NERC) is funding a project to develop its partnership with local
government (LG). NERC is the UK's main government agency for funding and managing research, training and
knowledge exchange in the environmental sciences. The project is being undertaken in conjunction with LARCI -
the Local Authority Research Council Authority (http://www.rcuk.ac.uk/innovation/partnership/larci/default.htm).
Tim Allen, who is Director for Local Government Analysis and Research at the LGA is chair of the LARCI Operational
Group.

Called “Making NERC Science work for Local Authorities”, the project sets out to improve the way NERC interacts
with LG. This includes ensuring that its science outputs, eg in the areas of climate change and flood management,
are relevant to and more easily available to LG. The work is covering:

identifying the key drivers of environmental priorities in LG and understanding the consequent environmental issues
and knowledge requirements of Local Authorities (LAs)

gaining an overview of the extent and nature of current links between NERC and LG

analysing how NERC science maps onto LG environmental priorities and where NERC might help fulfil LG
knowledge requirements

identifying gaps which it might be appropriate for NERC to fill in the future and how LA needs might influence
development of NERC's strategy, and

developing mechanisms or tools which will improve the interface with local authorities and the uptake of NERC
science.

Workshops on LG priorities and NERC science will be held as part of the work. Jo Tudor, who is managing the
project, would be delighted to hear from local authorities about their environmental priorities and the areas where
they require scientific knowledge — either now or in the future. For more information contact: jot@nerc.ac.uk or
telephone 01793 418016.

Pollutants in the urban environment (PUrE)

The PUrE consortium, led by the University of Manchester, involving six UK academic partners and 17 other
partners from industry and government organisations in the UK and Europe, has created an innovative sustainability
assessment software that enables more sustainable management of urban pollution.

The all-in-one sustainability assessment software estimates environmental and health impacts as well as the socio-
economic costs of different products, technologies and activities in order to help identify more sustainable options.

For more information contact Stephen.Daniels@manchester.ac.uk or visit
http://www.pureframework.org/?page=events
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Renewable energy capacity in regional spatial strategies: final report

This CLG research was undertaken to establish what is known about the potential renewable energy capacity in
England, as delivered through Regional Spatial Strategies (RSS). The research provides an evidence base to inform
the planning elements of the UK Renewable Energy Strategy (RES). For more information visit:
http://Awww.communities.gov.uk/documents/planningandbuilding/pdf/renewableenergyreport.pdf

Health and social care

Building public support for eradicating poverty in the UK

Public support is needed to ensure that the government and other organisations take action to tackle poverty in
the UK. The perception of poverty is often misguided, with people believing that it is a result of laziness, or an
inevitable part of modern life. The aim of this JRF research is to identify ways of changing such perceptions and
building public support for addressing the problem. For more information visit:
http://Awww.jrf.org.uk/sites/files/jrf/public-support-eradicating-poverty-full. pdf

The weight of the matter - final report of the LACORS national medical weighing project 2008/9

The aim of this LACORS project was to deliver demonstrable improvements in patient care, while also raising the
profile of legal metrology and trading standards. This project was commissioned in 2007 and consisted of two
inspections of hospital weighing equipment: one in 2008 and one in 2009. In 2008, 93 councils took part and
in 2009, 68 councils participated. The report shows improvements in standards though continued vigilance is
required. For more information visit: http:/lacors.gov.uk/LACORS/upload/21749.pdf

LinkAge Plus national evaluation - final reports

LinkAge Plus aimed to test the limits of holistic working between central and local government and the voluntary
and community sector to improve outcomes for older people, improving their quality of life and wellbeing. Its aim
was to bring together the various forms of mutual help, services and support for older people at local level in a
way that adds value, building on the aims and objectives of partner organisations. The Local Government Centre,
Warwick Business School, was commissioned by DWP to undertake a national evaluation of the LinkAge Plus pilot
programme and the final reports are now available. For more information visit: http:/research.dwp.gov.uk/asd/asd5/
rports2009-2010/rrep572.pdf and http://research.dwp.gov.uk/asd/asd5/report_abstracts/rr_abstracts/rra_573.asp

A minimum income standard for Britain in 2009

This JRF study updates 2008's research, based on what members of the public thought people need for an
acceptable minimum standard of living. This report considers what different family types need to earn to meet the
minimum income standard and how much the cost of a minimum household budget has changed since the original
research in 2008. For more information visit:
http://www.jrf.org.uk/sites/files/jrf/minimum-income-standard-2009-full. pdf
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Population and migration

The equality implications of being a migrant in Britain

This EHRC report reviews the available information about inequalities that migrant workers and their families face in
Britain today. It sets out the rapidly changing policy context and its implications in relation to gender, age, ethnicity,
disability and sexual orientation, analyses recent statistical data from a range of official sources, and examines

the experiences of migrants themselves. The report highlights a range of problematic areas and concludes that
many government policies and approaches to immigration and citizenship fail to take into account their equality
implications. For a copy of the report contact: research@equalityhumanrights.com

Annual overview 2008/09 on the migration statistics improvement programme

This annual overview from the Office for National Statistics (ONS) provides a summary of the first year's work under
the Migration Statistics Improvement Programme (MSIP). The MSIP has been set up to deliver users’ needs for
timely, relevant and accurate migration statistics that measure population change at national and local levels and
are capable of detecting turning points in patterns of migration. For more information visit: http://www statistics.
gov.uk/about/data/methodology/specific/population/future/imps/updates/downloads/Annual_Overview_2008-09.pdf

Migration statistics: the way ahead

The UK Statistics Authority have published a review of progress to improve official migration statistics. It concludes
that whilst useful work is being done across government to deliver some improvements in the short to medium
term, the longer term goal of high quality migration estimates derived primarily from administrative sources will
take some considerable time to realise. For more information visit: http:/www.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/reports---
correspondence/reports/authority-report-4--migration-statistics-the-way-ahead. pdf

ONS seminars on the future improvements to the mid-2008 population estimates

ONS held a series of seminars in June 2009 to explain the future improvements to the mid-2008 population
estimates. The presentations used at these events are now available. In due course ONS will also be publishing a
summary of the questions and answers from these events. For more information visit:
http://www.statistics.gov.uk/about/data/methodology/specific/population/future/imps/updates/default.asp

Communities and place shaping

Community engagement for science and sustainability: Insights from the Citizens Science for
Sustainability (SuScit) Project

It is often disadvantaged members of our society living in poorer neighbourhoods who are exposed to the greatest
environmental risks, have the worst access to environmental goods and services and who experience the poorest
health and quality of life. Yet these communities are also the least likely to be engaged in dialogues about how
science and technology can help to address these problems.

The SuScit Project, part of the Engineering and Physical Sciences Research Council (EPSRC) funded Sustainable
Urban Environments (SUE) Programme, is the first of its kind to attempt to provide local communities with a voice
in the future of urban sustainability research and in so doing identify a distinctive community-led agenda for future
research.

Centred around the Mildmay area of Islington, North London, the SuScit Project comprised an innovative
programme of action research and networking activities designed to promote engagement and dialogue between
the EPSRC research community, professional stakeholders and most importantly local citizens: particularly socially
and economically excluded citizens, such as older people, single parents, young people, and those from Black, Asian
and Ethnic Minority communities.
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The process sought to explore whether it was possible to identify a distinctive community-led agenda for urban

sustainability research, and if so what such an agenda might look like by using an innovative ‘bottom-up’ public
engagement and foresight process. SuScit then used the information gathered to set out a ten point agenda for
urban sustainability research.

A DVD including a short 10 minute documentary about the project has been produced. To obtain a copy contact
project principal investigator, Professor Malcolm Eames: eamesm@cardiff.ac.uk . To download copies of the SuScit
project reports and for additional information about the project go to: http://Awww.suscit.org.uk/resources/

The SUE MOT integrated sustainability assessment toolkit (ISAT)

The pressure is on for developers, architects and planners to make sustainability a top priority in new urban
developments. But with 670 sustainability assessment indicators to choose from, how should it actually be
measured? And which model of sustainability should stake-holders be working towards?

SUE MOT, an EPSRC funded consortium of academic, industrial and community focused partners, has developed an
all-encompassing tool that will bring some uniformity to urban sustainability.

The Integrated Sustainability Assessment Toolkit (ISAT) creates a generic, integrated assessment framework which
will bring together current sustainability assessment metrics, models and tools. The coherent, comprehensive toolkit
assesses the economic, social and environmental dimensions of different urban environments and unlike previous
tools, has been created with stake-holders in mind.

For more information visit: http://sue-mot.org/research/work-package-1 or contact Prof Malcolm Horner at
r.m.w.horner@dundee.ac.uk

Regional trends

This annual report from ONS provides a statistical picture of areas within the UK, to assist in understanding the
complex relationships between locations and the people who live there. The 2009 edition features an article on
women in business and detailed statistical portraits of three regions - Yorkshire and The Humber, East Midlands
and East of England. There are also articles designed to help researchers measure change over time in small areas
and how area classifications can be used to interrogate the Indices of Multiple Deprivation. This year's edition
contains regional profiles, detailed regional portraits and accessible articles on a range of key subjects. The
publication also includes a comprehensive directory of online tables of the latest regional and local statistic for the
whole of the UK. For more information please visit: http:/www.statistics.gov.uk/regionaltrends4 1

For the latest data on the economy and society consult National Statistics at http://www.statistics.gov.uk

People, perceptions and place

This Ipsos MORI report is designed to help local public services and partnerships better understand what factors
affect key outcomes such as satisfaction with quality of life, community cohesion, feelings of influence and ratings
of local services. The publication combines an analysis of national Place Survey data by CLG with Ipsos MORI's own
analysis of the Place Survey for those authorities whose data they have access to. For more information visit:
http://www.ipsos-mori.com/Assets/Docs/Publications/sri-local-people_perceptions_place-june-2009.pdf

Citizenship survey: April 2008 to March 2009 - England

The latest national statistics from the Citizenship Survey produced by CLG cover a range of issues including
community cohesion, empowerment, values, racial and religious prejudice and discrimination, volunteering and
charitable giving. For more information visit: http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/statistics/pdf/1284311.pdf
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Working together for older people in rural areas

This Cabinet Office research examines evidence on the social exclusion experienced by older people in rural areas
and identifies examples of innovative service delivery that can make a real difference. For more information visit:
http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/media/226170/working-together-older-people-rural-areas-july09.pdf

Geographic information

National statistics geography bulletins
The National Statistics (NS) Geography bulletins are designed to keep you up-to-date with developments in UK
Geography. The latest bulletins provide information about:

guidance on the presentation of government statistics for administrative areas following the reorganisation of local
government effective from 1st April 2009;

the April 2009 edition of the UK Statistical Geographies Database;
the May 2009 edition of the National Statistics Postcode Directory and the related NHS Postcode Directory;
the Standard Names and Codes(SNAC)2008 database;

the 2008 Ward History Database (WHD).

The most recent bulletins can be found here: http:/Awww.ons.gov.uk/about-statistics/geography/news/index.html

Economy/economic development

Sticking plaster or stepping-stone?

This report from Centre for Cities is the first of the Surviving Recession series. It considers youth unemployment in
the UK and distinguishes between two groups of unemployed young people: the majority that are unemployed for
a few months, and the growing minority (currently 130,000) that have been out of work for over a year. The report
discusses the Future Jobs Fund (FJF), announced in the 2009 Budget and argues that it should take a segmented,
targeted approach. For more information visit:
http://www.centreforcities.org/assets/files/09-06-23%20Youth%20unemployment. pdf

Global slowdown:local solutions II, councils helping people and businesses

This LGA publication contains a series of case studies which show that councils are the key players in developing
an innovative and effective response to the current economic climate, and that they are already preparing people
and businesses to be best placed when the recovery starts. For more information visit: http://www.lga.gov.uk/lga/
aio/2314094. Read the LGA press release: http://www.lga.gov.uk/Iga/core/page.do?pageld=2336139

Monitoring the impact of the recession on various demographic groups

This EHRC report covers the first quarter of 2009 and looks at the impact of the recession across groups by age,
gender, race and disability. The report shows that young people, those living in deprived areas and men have
suffered the biggest rises in unemployment in the recession so far and unemployment rates in deprived areas have
risen to 11.3 per cent from 8.7 per cent for 2008. For more information visit:
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/uploaded_files/monitoring-impact-recession-demographic-groups.pdf
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Local government

Collection rates for council tax and non-domestic rates in England 2008-09

This latest CLG statistical release includes data from 2004-05 to 2008-09 and updates those statistics previously
released on 18 June 2008. For more information visit:
http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/statistics/pdf/1264176.pdf

Local area agreements and local economic development

This CLG research explores the variations in the number and types of economic indicators adopted across different
localities within the 2008 Local Area Agreement (LAA) process. It identifies the factors that influenced indicator
selection and the extent and nature of the relationship of the adopted indicators to processes of local economic
development. For more information visit:
http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/localgovernment/pdf/1283467.pdf

European and international

Europeans’ attitudes to climate change

This report from the European Commission presents the results of a survey on Europeans’ attitudes towards climate
change which was carried out in January and February 2009. It explores citizens’ perceptions of climate change in
relation to other world problems, citizens' perceptions of the seriousness of climate change and citizens’ attitudes
towards alternative fuels and CO, emissions. For more information visit:
http://ec.europa.eu/public_opinion/archives/ebs/ebs_313_en.pdf

LGInternational

The Summer 2009 edition of LG International, a supplement to the LGA's first magazine, gives news and
information on European and international issues affecting local government. For more information visit:
http://www.lga.gov.uk/Iga/aio/2048762

Crime and disorder/safer communities

Examining attrition in confiscating the proceeds of crime
This Home Office report identifies the extent of attrition (financial loss) in the confiscation order process and why it
occurs. For more information visit: http:/Awww.homeoffice.gov.uk/rds/pdfs09/horr17c.pdf

Public concerns about organised crime

This Home Office report presents findings from a study that explored the nature and extent of public concern about
organised crime. The study drew on two sources of data: 10 in-depth focus groups and a telephone survey of 1,000
randomly selected members of the public. For more information visit:
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/rds/pdfs09/horr16¢.pdf

Organised immigration crime: a post-conviction study

This Home Office report outlines the findings of an interview programme conducted in 2006 with 45 prisoners
convicted of people smuggling/trafficking offences in 2005. The research was commissioned to provide a fuller
understanding of the market dynamics of facilitated illegal entry into the UK. For more information visit:
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/rds/pdfs09/horr15c.pdf
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Crime in England and Wales 2008/09 - volume 1

This summary from the Home Office presents latest results from the British Crime Survey (BCS) and crimes recorded
by the police. These statistics inform public debate about crime and support the development and monitoring of
policy, for example by highlighting groups that are most at risk of certain crimes. For more information visit:
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/rds/pdfs09/hosb 1109vol 1. pdf

Crime in England and Wales 2008/09 - volume 2

This Home Office publication is designed to be a useful reference guide with explanatory notes regarding the
issues and classifications which are key to the production of the crime statistics featured in volume 1. For more
information visit: http://Awww.homeoffice.gov.uk/rds/pdfs09/hosb1109vol2.pdf

Other research

Poverty in the media: being seen and getting heard

This JRF study examines how people with direct experience of poverty in the UK can have a more effective voice
in the media. It discusses how people can give their views and tell their stories when they are presented as
‘case studies’ in the press, on radio or television and looks at opportunities in the ‘new’ media to produce and
disseminate material, and the challenge of reaching an audience. For more information visit:
http://Awww.jrf.org.uk/sites/files/jrf/poverty-in-the-media-full. pdf
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Regular publications and events

Understanding society: the perils of perception

The latest edition of this regular newsletter from Ipsos MORI focuses on the difficulties involved in measuring
perceptions and suggests that we need to develop a more sophisticated understanding of what drives public
attitudes. For more information visit:
http://Awww.ipsos-mori.com/DownloadPublication/1269_sri-understanding-society-newsletter-summer-2009. pdf

Call for papers for the LARIA Annual Conference 2010

The LARIA Annual Conference 2010, entitled: A rough ride for researchers? will take place at The Royal Holloway
University (http://www.conferences.rhul.ac.uk/, Egham, Surrey) from Monday 12 April until Wednesday 14 April
2010.

The LARIA events group invites organisations and individuals to present a workshop, poster or main session at this
conference. For more information visit: http:/Awww.mosaicevents.co.uk/docs/14/callforpapers.doc
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information about the LGA group

The Improvement and Development Agency (IDeA)

The IDeA aims to make public services the best public services by supporting self-sustaining improvement from
within local government. The IDeA works in partnership with all councils, to enhance the performance of the best,
accelerate the speed of improvement of the rest, and develop the sector as a whole. For more information visit:
http://www.idea.gov.uk/idk/core/page.do?pageld=1

Leadership Centre for Local Government

Leadership Centre for Local Government give leaders the opportunity to shift their thinking on leadership so they
can fundamentally transform their communities for the better. They help and support leaders while they reassess
their approach to leadership — in practice leading across place rather than just their authorities. This means thinking
beyond the familiar, to find new and different ways of meeting the leadership challenges. LCLG create the space
for senior managers and politicians to think about the ambitions they have for their communities and how they can
achieve them in order to fundamentally transform their localities for the better. For more information visit:
http://www.localleadership.gov.uk/

Local Authorities Coordinators of Regulatory Services (LACORS)

LACORS provide and disseminate comprehensive advice, guidance, good practice and information to make a major
contribution to the development of high quality, consistent and co-ordinated local authority regulatory and related
services across the UK. For more information visit: http:/iwww.lacors.gov.uk/pages/trade/lacors.asp

Local Government Association (LGA)

The LGA exists to promote better local government. It works with and for member authorities to realise a shared
vision of local government that enables local people to shape a distinctive and better future for their locality and its
communities. The LGA aims to put local councils at the heart of the drive to improve public services and to work
with government to ensure that the policy, legislative and financial context in which they operate, supports that
objective. The LGA's European and International Unit (the former Local Government International Bureau) lobbies
the EU and international institutions to get the best deal for councils; keeps councils informed about EU work that
affects them; develops international partnerships and co-operation; supports locally elected members in European
and international institutions; and promotes the development of local democracy around the world. For more
information visit: http:/Awww.lga.gov.uk

Local Government Employers (LGE)

LGE is the national centre of excellence for local authorities on pay, pensions and employment strategy. They work
with local authorities, regional employers and other bodies to lead and create solutions on pay, pensions and the
employment contract, to ensure the provision of excellent and affordable local services. For more information visit:
http://www.lge.gov.uk

4ps

4ps, local government’s project delivery specialist, works exclusively to help all local authorities deliver better public
services via major infrastructure and service projects. A range of support is available from 4ps including access

to best practice, skills development workshops, gateway reviews and project management support. This support
can help local authorities seeking to deliver initiatives such as Private Finance Initiatives (PFl) and Public Private
Partnership (PPP) secure funding, carry out options appraisals, evaluate bids and negotiate contracts. For more
information visit: http:/Awww.4ps.gov.uk/
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new research and statistics

Employment Pay and Workforce Trends

Pay and workforce LGA research website

LGA Analysis and Research have substantially restructured and enhanced the pay and workforce section of their
website. This follows intensive work over the past two years to gain access to the most informative data sources
available. This will prove a valuable resource for local authorities and includes:

Data from the Quarterly Public Sector Employment Survey - provides quarterly headcount, FTE, gender, FT/PT and
permanent/temporary figures for all directly employed local authority staff in England and Wales. LGA Analysis
and Research will be making available a quarterly archive from June 2006 and up to date reports from this quarter
onwards.

Department for Children, Schools and Families (DCSF) school statistics - provides headcount and FTE numbers for
school support staff and teachers by each local authority by school level and job role category.

Local Government Employment - this pulls together the most recent data enabling you to develop a better picture
of local government employment by job role;

Sector Skills Workforce Mapping - provides an analysis of the local government workforce by sector skills council
coverage. This work also includes details of the structure and responsibilities of local government across the UK;

Workforce Data Standards - the draft standards are of a set of data items which can be used to collect information
about the local government workforce in a standardised way. Their purpose is to provide consistency in the defini-
tion, meaning and use of data relating to the workforce.

For more information please visit the new pay and workforce section at www.lga.gov.uk/payandworkforce or
contact ben.hickman@Iga.gov.uk

Local government workforce survey 2009

The LGA, IDeA and LGE have launched the annual Local Government Workforce Survey for 2009. Information
provided by local authorities through this survey is invaluable in helping these bodies to analyse and take action on
the key workforce issues facing local government. For more information please contact elizabeth.spratt@lga.gov.uk
(020 7664 3272) or visit: http://www.lga.gov.uk/Iga/core/page.do?pageld=1956067

LGA Analysis and Research employment Digest

This monthly publication keeps you informed on the labour market, pay issues and trends and the economy in
general. Core data include: inflation, unemployment, pay settlements and average earnings. The May edition of the
Employment Digest includes a review of the 2009 budget. For more information visit:
http://www.lga.gov.uk/Iga/core/page.do?pageld=1094987

Monitoring poverty and social exclusion in Wales 2009

This Joseph Rowntree Foundation (JRF) publication is the second update of Monitoring Poverty and Social Exclusion
in Wales, following the original report in 2005. After reviewing ten-year trends in low income statistics, its focus
shifts to unemployment and problem debt. For more information visit:
http://www.jrf.org.uk/sites/files/rf/2009-wales-poverty-exclusion-summary.pdf
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The growth of claimant unemployment by broad occupation and area

This latest piece of research by LGA Analysis and Research examines how unemployment has changed over the
past year at local authority district level. It uses statistics on the number of people claiming Job Seekers Allowance
(JSA) as a proportion of resident population of working age. The report concentrates on four groups — managers,
professionals, those in skilled trades and those in ‘elementary’ occupations (such as labourers, cleaners and catering
assistants), and the tables and the maps show how the geographical distribution of rising unemployment varies
amongst these groups. For more information visit: http://www.lga.gov.uk/Iga/core/page.do?pageld=1974773

To view the LGA press release for this report visit: http://www.lga.gov.uk/Iga/core/page.do?pageld=1985361

Labour market statistics June 2009

These Office for National Statistics (ONS) statistics show that the number of unemployed people, the unemployment
rate and the claimant count have increased. The employment rate and the number of employed people have fallen.

There are fewer vacancies and the number of inactive people of working age and the inactivity rate have increased.

For more information visit: http://www.statistics.gov.uk/pdfdir/imsuk0609. pdf

To view the LGA press release: http://www.lga.gov.uk/Iga/core/page.do?pageld=2004625

Transport

Public experiences of and attitudes towards parking

These Department for Transport (DfT) statistics include experiences of and attitudes towards parking based on
results from the December 2008 Opinions (Omnibus) Survey undertaken by the ONS. For more information visit:
http://www.dft.gov.uk/adobepdf/162469/221412/221513/469138/parking.pdf

Traveller information services — assessing barriers to their use
Despite recent investments in and growing availability of various public transport (PT) information services, levels of
apparent non-use (of particular services) across the population remain high.

The purpose of this Future Urban Technologies: Undertaking Research to Enhance Sustainability (FUTURES) research
is to provide a better understanding of factors affecting pre-trip PT information use. For more information contact:
For more information: Sendy.Farag@uwe.ac.uk or Glenn.Lyons@uwe.ac.uk

Flexible working practices — the case of part-day homeworking

National figures suggest that in the last 10 years the number of people working at least one day per week from
home has increased by around a third. This FUTURES research considers how flexible working conditions affect how
this new workforce commutes throughout the working week.

The FUTURES consortium, comprised of seven research groups at four universities spanning the fields of
engineering, technology, environmental science and social science, has undertaken a comparative study to find out.
The research centred upon full-time paid employees, and reveals that part-day homeworking is more commonplace
than whole-day occasional homeworking. This suggests a much greater degree of flexible working than previously
thought with implications for how commute trips are distributed throughout the day.

For more information visit: www.sue-futures.org or contact: Hebba.Haddad@uwe.ac.uk or Glenn.Lyons@uwe.ac.uk
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Impacts of new technology on urban traffic management - the case of in-vehicle satellite navigation
systems

In-vehicle satellite navigation systems are the new must-have car accessory. From 2003 to 2006 there was a 5-fold
increase in UK sales and last year there were 6 million systems in use.

The current and potential future implications of such prolific sat-nav use for urban traffic management may be
profound and wide-ranging but as yet are not well understood. The FUTURES consortium has undertaken research
to consider what these may be.

For more information visit www.sue-futures.org or contact: a.j.hickford@soton.ac.uk or m.mcdonald@soton.ac.uk

To share or not to share - reducing single occupant car trips
With more cars on UK roads than ever before and average car occupancy dropping by 15% to 1.7 people per
journey in the last 50 years, the case for lift sharing to reduce car use has never been stronger.

Lift sharing enables more efficient travel behaviour by reducing single occupant car trips, yet public knowledge of
the benefits and impacts of lift sharing is very limited. Up until now, knowledge of lift-sharing practice has been
based on small-scale and largely anecdotal research, representing the views of individual scheme operators or
members. The FUTURES consortium has undertaken the first national level assessment of UK lift sharing practice to
discover how this practice could contribute to a more sustainable environment.

For more information visit: www.sue-futures.org or contact: acr@soton.ac.uk or M.E.Beecroft@soton.ac.uk

Environmental assessment of new vehicle technologies with improved confidence

The recent King Review outlined the transition to a low-carbon future for road transport. In the short term, low
carbon means new technologies in internal combustion engine vehicles and behavioural changes, all the way
through to longer term plans for the introduction of fuel cell or electric vehicles.

The King Review also highlighted the fact that technologies beneficial to local air quality issues, especially for oxides
of nitrogen (NOx), may not be ideal for carbon dioxide and fuel consumption.

FUTURES consortium researchers from the University of Leeds and Newcastle University have joined forces with
industry experts to examine some of the issues arising out of the King Review.

FUTURES research has focused on a diverse range of transport related technologies. It has developed fundamental
understandings of how such technologies can contribute to a more sustainable urban environment.

For more information visit www.sue-futures.org or contact: margaret.bell@newcastle.ac.uk or
PS.Goodman@its.leeds.ac.uk

Road goods vehicles travelling to mainland Europe - Q1 2009

The DfT has published national statistics on the number of goods vehicles travelling to mainland Europe from Great
Britain by ferry and through the channel tunnel for quarter 1 2009. For more information visit:
http://www.dft.gov.uk/adobepdf/162469/221412/221522/222947/roroq12009. pdf
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Housing

House building: March quarter 2009 - England

These Communities and Local Government (CLG) statistics present figures on new build housing starts and
completions in England for January to March 2009. For more information visit:
http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/statistics/pdf/1236690.pdf

Statutory homelessness: 1st quarter (January to March) 2009, England

This CLG statistical release about statutory homelessness includes data on household acceptances and households
in temporary accommodation. For more information visit:
http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/statistics/pdf/1251671.pdf

Local housing - local solutions: the case for self-determination
This LGA publication sets out practical proposals for reform of council housing finance. For more information
visit:http://www.lga.gov.uk/lga/aio/2001508

To view the LGA press release: http://www.lga.gov.uk/Iga/core/page.do?pageld=2001124

Growing up in social housing in Britain

This report from the Tenant Services Authority draws on four British birth cohort studies to examine the role of
social housing for four generations of families since the Second World War. It describes how housing for families
changed over time, and explores the relationship between social housing, family circumstances, and experiences for
the children when they reached adulthood. For more information visit:
http://www.tenantservicesauthority.org/upload/pdf/Growing_up_in_social_housing.pdf

Education and Children’s Services

Day six of exclusion: the extent and quality of provision for pupils

Schools and local authorities are required to provide full-time and suitable education for pupils from day six of
fixed-period and permanent exclusions. This Ofsted survey evaluates the extent to which a sample of schools and
local authorities are meeting these requirements and reports on how practice is changing as a result. For more
information visit: http:/Awww.ofsted.gov.uk/Ofsted-home/Publications-and-research/Browse-all-by/Documents-by-
type/Thematic-reports/Day-six-of-exclusion-the-extent-and-quality-of-provision-for-pupils

Race equality and schools

Estyn (Wales) has published a report looking at the degree to which race equality policies and action plans are
effective in managing practice and securing improved outcomes for learners from minority ethnic groups in primary,
special and secondary schools. For more information visit:
http://www.estyn.gov.uk/thematicreports/the_impact_of_schools_race_equality_policies_may_2009.pdf

School leavers' qualifications

The Department of Education Northern Ireland (DENI) has issued a Statistical Press Release containing information
on the qualifications and destinations of Northern Ireland school leavers. For more information visit:
http://www.deni.gov.uk/index/32-statisticsandresearch_pg/32_statistical_publications-indexofstatisticalpublications_
pg/32_statistical_publications_pressreleases_pg/32_national_statistics_school_leavers_pg.htm
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Quality matters in children’s services: messages from research

This report from the Social Policy Research Unit (SPRU) at the University of York, brings together authoritative
research to explore critical concerns for those working with vulnerable children, young people and their families.
Subjects covered include reunification, stability and wellbeing, kinship care, educating vulnerable young people,
child protection, domestic violence and parental substance misuse, the participation of young people with a
disability and advocacy services. For more information visit: http://www.rip.org.uk/qualitymatters/resources/
overview/Quality%20Matters%20in %20Childrens%20Services%20-%20Messages % 20from % 20Research. pdf

Sixth form colleges’ salaries and number survey 2008

LGA Analysis and Research commissioned the National Foundation for Educational Research (NFER) to undertake
this annual survey on behalf of the Sixth Form Colleges’ Forum (SFCF). It provides detailed information on the
numbers of staff employed in Sixth Form Colleges, and their salaries, including senior postholders, teachers, support
staff, hourly-paid staff, and contractors. The 2008 survey, the seventeenth in the series, received responses from 86
of the 100 Sixth Form Colleges and Centres in membership of the SFCF. For more information visit:
http://www.lga.gov.uk/Iga/core/page.do?pageld=1978120

Families with children in Britain: findings from the 2007 Families and Children Study (FACS)

The 2007 Families and Children Study (FACS) is the ninth in a series of annual surveys from the Department for
Work and Pensions (DWP) which investigate the circumstances of British families with dependent children. The first
part of this report focuses on the circumstances, lives and conditions of families while the second part looks at the
circumstances, conditions and lives of children. For more information visit:
http://www.dwp.gov.uk/asd/asd5/rports2009-2010/rrep578.pdf

High-performing specialist schools: final evaluation report

This DCSF report provides evidence on the longer term impacts and value for money of the programme on
High Performing Specialist Schools, and those schools and organisations with which they collaborate. For more
information visit: http:/Awww.dcsf.gov.uk/research/data/uploadfiles/DCSF-RR109.pdf

The impact of school leadership on pupil outcomes: final report

This DCSF research examined the work of head teachers and other school leaders in a range of primary and
secondary schools in England. All these schools are recognised as having achieved success in terms of improvement
in pupil attainment measures and were highly effective in value added terms over at least a three year consecutive
period. The study focused on schools that were identified to have significantly raised pupil attainment levels over a
three year period (2003-2005). For more information:
http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/research/data/uploadfiles/DCSF-RB108. pdf

Narrowing the gap in outcomes: leadership

This report is based on research conducted by the NFER and commissioned by the LGA for the national Narrowing
the Gap team. It aims to identify whether or not leadership has an effective role in narrowing the gap in outcomes
between vulnerable children and young people, and other children. The study included a literature review and
interviews with case study local authorities. For more information visit:
http://www.lga.gov.uk/lga/core/page.do?pageld=2076096
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Narrowing the gap in outcomes: governance

This report is based on research conducted by the NFER and commissioned by the LGA for the national Narrowing
the Gap team. It aims to identify whether or not governance has an effective role in narrowing the gap between
vulnerable children and young people, and other children. The study included a literature review and interviews with
case-study local authorities. For more information visit: http://www.lga.gov.uk/Iga/core/page.do?pageld=2075939

Narrowing the gap in outcomes: what is the relationship between leadership and governance?

This short paper sets out the overlapping features of effective leadership and of effective governance for narrowing
the gap in outcomes for vulnerable groups distilled from two parallel studies conducted by NFER, focusing on
governance and leadership. The paper goes on to highlight:

the key features of effective leadership and of effective governance

how leaders contribute to effective governance

how governance supports effective leadership.

For more information visit: http://www.lga.gov.uk/Iga/core/page.do?pageld=2077362

Pupil absence in Autumn term 2008

This DCSF release reports absence during the autumn 2008 term in maintained primary, secondary schools, city
technology colleges and academies in England. It is based on pupil level absence data collected via the spring 2009
School Census. For more information visit:
http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/rsgateway/DB/STR/d000853/AutumnTermO08absenceFinal.pdf

Youth cohort study and longitudinal study of young people in England: the activities and experiences of
17-year-olds, England 2008

This is the second in a series of publications using two large DCSF surveys, the LSYPE (Longitudinal Study of Young
People in England) and Youth Cohort Study (YCS). This publication brings together detailed survey information on
family environment, attitudes, risky behaviours, engagement, and post-16 participation with administrative data on
academic attainment. For more information visit:
http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/rsgateway/DB/SBU/b000850/Bull01_2009textvfinal.pdf

Environment

Land use change statistics (England) 2008: provisional estimates (May 2009)

These CLG statistics provide initial estimates for 2008 of changes on previously-developed land and the average
density of new dwellings. For more information visit:
http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/statistics/pdf/1239798.pdf

UK Climate Projections 2009

The UK climate projections 2009 have been published by the UK Climate Impact Programme. They provide the
latest information on how continued emissions of greenhouse gases may change the UK’s climate over 21st century.
For more information visit: http://ukclimateprojections.defra.gov.uk/
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Health and Social Care

London'’s poverty profile

This publication has been created by one of London’s largest charitable trusts, the City Parochial Foundation, and
the independent think tank, New Policy Institute. The report brings together a wide range of indicators measuring
poverty, inequality and social exclusion in London, and how this has changed over time. The analysis covers a
wide range of issues including worklessness, low pay, poor health, weak educational outcomes and inadequate
housing. It also compares London to other English regions and cities and looks at London at a sub-regional and
borough level. For more information visit:
http://www.londonspovertyprofile.org.uk/downloads/LondonPovertyProfile. pdf

The report is complemented by a dedicated website, www.londonspovertyprofile.org.uk which will provide updates
to the indicators, more analysis and links to other relevant research and resources.

Tackling alcohol harm: lessons from other fields

This JRF report examines how initiatives successfully used in other fields can help inform new strategies for tackling
alcohol related harm. The report presents seven case studies, each telling the story of an initiative designed to bring
about attitudinal, behavioural or policy change, for example sustainable transport use or youth smoking prevention.
For more information visit: http://www.jrf.org.uk/sites/files/jrf/alcohol-attitudes-behaviour-full. pdf

Expectations & aspirations: public attitudes towards social care

In advance of the publication of a government Green Paper on social care, the Institute for Public Policy Research
(ippr) and Pricewaterhouse Coopers LLP (PwC) commissioned research to explore public levels of awareness and
understanding of social care provision. The findings highlight a lack of awareness about social care, confusion
about how services are funded and a widespread lack of preparation or planning for future care needs. For more
information visit: http:/Awww.ippr.org.uk/publicationsandreports/publication.asp?id=669

Better with age: reforming the future of local social care for older people

This New Local Government Network (NLGN) report suggests that the UK will only be able to pay for future social
care for older people by introducing a radical new ‘combined’ social insurance scheme. For more information visit:
http://www.nlgn.org.uk/public/press-releases/better-with-age-reforming-the-future-of-local-social-care-for-older-
people/

Attitudes to mental illness 2009

This Department of Health (DoH) report highlights the results of a survey which has been conducted annually since
2007 in order to enable measurement of whether attitudes towards mental illness are improving or worsening over
time. The questionnaire included a number of statements about mental illness. Respondents were asked to indicate
how much they agreed or disagreed with each statement. For more information visit:
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsStatistics/DH_100345

Population and Migration

Control of immigration: quarterly statistical summary, United Kingdom January - March 2009
These Home Office statistics provide information on border control and visas, asylum, enforcement and compliance
and managed migration. For more information visit: http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/rds/pdfs09/immig109.pdf
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British citizenship statistics United Kingdom 2008

These Home Office statistics provide information on applications for British citizenship, number of persons granted
British citizenship, refusals and withdrawls. For more information visit:
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/rds/pdfs09/hosb0909. pdf

Local authority level worker registration scheme data, October - December 2008

The October to December 2008 local authority level Worker Registration Scheme (WRS) data from the Home
Office is now available. This information will not only enable users to discover more about their changing local
population, but is invaluable in planning services. New migrant employment patterns can be viewed, including
seasonal working, which is essential in building up local economic and employment knowledge. Please note that
this information is only available to those with a .gov.uk email address. For more information visit:
http://www.lga.gov.uk/populationresearch

Nineteenth accession monitoring report

This is part of a series of quarterly reports based on provisional Management Information collected through the
WRS and manual monitoring of applications for National Insurance numbers, claims for benefits, applications for
tax credits and applications for housing and homelessness assistance. The Accession Monitoring Report is a point
online report from the Border and Immigration Agency, Department for Work and Pensions (DWP), HM Revenue &
Customs and CLG. For more information visit:
http://www.bia.homeoffice.gov.uk/sitecontent/documents/aboutus/reports/accession_monitoring_report/

Communities and place shaping

Empowering communities to influence local decision making - a systematic review of the evidence

This CLG report reviews the evidence base around community empowerment. It aims to make sense of variable
and often competing or contrasting evidence in order to identify which mechanisms empower; in what ways,

and in what contexts. The research identifies key criteria that drive and define empowerment across six specific
mechanisms: asset transfer, citizen governance, e-participation, participatory budgeting, petitions and redress. The
review shows that each mechanism is able to empower to some extent. For more information visit:
http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/localgovernment/pdf/1241955

Empowering communities to influence local decision making - evidence-based lessons for policy makers
and practitioners

This CLG report draws on a systematic review of community empowerment to provide evidence-based lessons

for policy makers and practitioners. The aim of the review was to make sense of variable and often competing or
contrasting evidence in order to identify which mechanisms empower; in what ways, and in what contexts. For
more information visit: http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/localgovernment/pdf/1241999

Analysing inequality

Does your local area have serious inequalities between different groups of people? Whether they are rich and poor,
men and women, people with disabilities or of an ethnic origin? What impacts do these differences have on their
lives? A new analysis paper from Neighbourhood Statistics details the free to download datasets which can help you
to answer these types of questions, and provides example analyses looking at the relationships between ethnicity,
disability and the Index of Multiple Deprivation using maps and graphs. For further information on analysing
inequality visit: http://www.neighbourhood.statistics.gov.uk/dissemination/Info.do?page=news/newsitems/19-may-
2009-analysing-inequality-using-neighbourhood-statistics-data.htm
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2008 place survey

The CLG 2008 place survey provides information on people’s perceptions of their local area and the local services
they receive. It summarises the headline findings for England and Government Office regions with results for
individual local authorities shown in accompanying tables.

The survey collects information on 18 national indicators for local government, used to measure local government
performance for 152 county councils, metropolitan district councils, London boroughs and unitary authorities. For
more information visit: http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/statistics/pdf/1262542 . pdf

To view the LGA press release for this report visit: http://iwww.lga.gov.uk/Iga/core/page.do?pageld=2063275

Economy/Economic Development

Mortgage rescue scheme monitoring statistics - April 2009

These CLG mortgage rescue scheme monitoring statistics give information on the number of households
approaching local authorities with mortgage difficulties and households applying and accepted for the scheme. For
more information visit: http:/www.communities.gov.uk/publications/corporate/statistics/mortgagerescuestatistics

Circling the loan sharks: predatory lending in the recession and the emerging role for local government
This NLGN report suggests that 200,000 people in Britain are at risk from illegal loan sharks because they cannot
access credit from traditional lenders. The report predicts that an additional 35,000 people are likely to have to use
loan sharks during the recession but admit that the figure could be even higher. NLGN is urging local authorities
to put additional resources into local credit unions and even to use new council banks to offer affordable credit to
people who can't access high-street loans. For more information visit:
http://www.nlgn.org.uk/public/iwp-content/uploads/circling-the-loan-sharks. pdf

In the balance: granting local authorities new financial flexibilities to cope with the downturn

This new NLGN paper argues that dramatic cuts in public services could be avoided by giving local authorities new
power to balance their budget over three years rather than one. For more information visit:
http://www.nlgn.org.uk/public/iwp-content/uploads/in-the-balance.pdf

Local Government

Local government financial statistics England, No.19, 2009

This CLG compendium publication brings together data from a wide range of sources to paint a comprehensive
overview of local government finance in England. This latest edition contains outturn figures for the years up to
2007-08 and estimates for 2009-10. For more information visit:
http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/statistics/pdf/1240022.pdf

Equalities and procurement survey 2008

The Equality and Human Rights Commission (EHRC), the IDeA, the LGA and the Society of Procurement Officers in
local government (SOPO) conducted several pieces of research to better understand how local authorities procure
services, works and goods, throughout the different stages of the procurement process. For more information visit:
http://www.lga.gov.uk/lga/core/page.do?pageld=1314696
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Room for improvement: a review of strategic asset management in local government

Nine years after its last examination of asset management this Audit Commission report provides a review of
strategic asset management in local government. For more information visit: http:/Awww.audit-commission.gov.uk/
SiteCollectionDocuments/AuditCommissionReports/NationalStudies/roomforimprovement17jun2009REP pdf

To view the LGA press release for this report visit: http://www.lga.gov.uk/Iga/core/page.do?pageld=2004604

Local authority capital expenditure and receipts, England: 2008-09 provisional outturn

These statistics from CLG provide provisional outturn estimates of local authority capital expenditure and receipts in
the financial year April 2008 to March 2009. For more information visit:
http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/statistics/pdf/1258754.pdf

European and International

Views on European Union enlargement

This Eurobarometer survey was conducted at the time of the 20th anniversary of the fall of the Iron Curtain. The
survey collected citizens' views on the affect of the integration of 10 Central and Eastern European countries on
the 27 Member States of the enlarged union. It also assessed citizens' views about factors that could be important
when policy-makers consider further enlargement of the Union. For more information visit:
http://ec.europa.eu/public_opinion/flash/fl_257_en.pdf

Diverting waste from landfill

This European Environment Agency report analyses the effectiveness of implemented policies on the diversion
of total municipal waste and biodegradable municipal waste from landfill in the context of the 1999 EU Landfill
Directive and other relevant directives. The study is based on an in-depth evaluation of policies in five countries
and one region of the EU, combined with an analysis of drivers of the generation, landfilling and incineration of
municipal waste for 25 EU Member States. For more information visit: http://www.eea.europa.eu/publications/
diverting-waste-from-landfill-effectiveness-of-waste-management-policies-in-the-european-union

Crime and Disorder/Safer Communities

How the recession is influencing crime

University College London’s crime and security resource details how the recession is influencing crime statistics in
the UK. The site features an article from the Safer Birmingham Partnership which identifies a body of local evidence
supporting the theory that Birmingham’s crime trends have been influenced by the socio-economic factors of the
last 30 years. For more information visit: http://www.cscs.ucl.ac.uk/events-1/cmc/recession

Crime in England and Wales 2007/08: supplementary tables: nature of burglary, vehicle-related theft,
personal and other household theft, vandalism, and violent crime

These Home Office tables are based on the findings from British Crime Survey (BCS) interviews conducted in the
2007/08 financial year. They give a picture of the nature of burglary, vehicle-related theft and violent crime. They
also provide detail on other types of theft and on vandalism. For more information visit:
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/rds/crimeew0708_tables_bvv.html
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http://www.eea.europa.eu/publications/diverting-waste-from-landfill-effectiveness-of-waste-management-policies-in-the-european-union
http://familyportal/lgarpublicsite/Lists/News/DispForm.aspx?ID=1150
http://www.cscs.ucl.ac.uk/events-1/cmc/recession
http://familyportal/lgarpublicsite/Lists/News/DispForm.aspx?ID=1153
http://familyportal/lgarpublicsite/Lists/News/DispForm.aspx?ID=1153
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/rds/crimeew0708_tables_bvv.html

Home security, mobile phone theft and stolen goods: supplementary volume 3 to crime in England and
Wales 2007/08 findings from the 2007/08 British Crime Survey

This Home Office bulletin is the third in a series of supplementary volumes that accompany the main annual crime
volume, Crime in England and Wales 2007/08. These supplementary volumes report on additional analysis not
included in the main annual publication. This publication presents findings on the variation in possession of home
security devices and home contents insurance, information on mobile phone ownership and theft and information
on being offered and buying stolen goods in England and Wales. For more information visit:
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/rds/pdfs09/hosb 1009.pdf

Findings from the second year of the national neighbourhood policing programme evaluation

This Home Office report presents findings from the evaluation of the Neighbourhood Policing Programme (NPP).
It continues work previously carried out covering data from the second year of the programme, up to September
2007, prior to full national implementation. For more information visit:
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/rds/pdfs09/horr14a.pdf
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Regular publications and events

IA09 Event - The critical next steps: enabling government business through information assurance
6-7 July, QEll Conference Centre, London

IAQ9 is an essential event for anyone accountable for Information Assurance in their organisation. Jos Creese, Head
of IT, Hampshire County Council will chair the Wider Government stream at IAQ09, the premier event for senior pan-
government decision makers involved in information risk management. To be held on day two at IAQ9 this Stream
will include a presentation by Tim Allen, Director LGA Analysis and Research, covering ‘Information Assurance, the
Local Authority narrative’. There will also be an update on collaborative initiatives that leverage wider government
involvement, including an update on Government Connect. Delegates will gain an insight into where the
programme is now and what the vision is for the future, as well as clear guidance on the best way to collaborate
going forward. A third session will act as a guide to keeping up to date with changing policy and making access to
information easy for wider government.

A special single-day delegate rate has been agreed for local authority representatives, allowing you to attend just
Day Two of the conference for a special rate of £295 (exc VAT), negotiated with the LGA and Socitm. To register
contact the I1AQ9 registration hotline on 020 7089 5806 or email: enquiries@ia09.org.uk.

For more information visit: http://www.iauk.org.uk/ia09

Classifying public sector information - sponsored by Concept Searching Limited
ALGIS in LARIA Event - Tuesday 7th July 2009
Baden Powell House, 65-67 Queensgate, London, SW7 5JS

This event looks at how we classify public sector information to aid retrieval. Do auto- classification tools work?
What classifications schemes are available?

The event is relevant to anyone managing public sector information on intranets or the web and will help with
understanding what the problems are and what solutions are available from the technology and the experts.

For more information visit: http://www.laria.gov.uk/laria/events/display-event.do?id=668333

Research for equality
Wednesday 8th July 2009
Baden Powell House, 65-67 Queensgate, London, SW7 5JS

This LARIA workshop considers how local government researchers and equality officers can establish a factual basis
for the development and monitoring of policies that promote equality within their organisation. The workshop will
consider:

What data is available and what is the quality and underlying assumptions?
How can they best be used to measure equality in terms of gender, age, race, sexuality, disability and religious
belief?

The workshop will be of special interest to researchers and equality officers in local government charged with
promoting equality within their organisation and in their area . It will also be of interest to anybody working in the
voluntary sector and to all researchers as a branch of community and social research.

For more information visit: http://www.laria.gov.uk/laria/events/display-event.do?id=668898
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How do we manage the effects of Migration?
Wednesday 15th July 2009
Peterborough Cathedral Benedict Meeting Rooms, Peterborough Cathedral, Peterborough, PE1 1XS

This LARIA event will highlight the local perspective from representatives in Peterborough and Slough with regards
to managing the effects of migration. It will give you the opportunity to find out what works in Peterborough and
Slough, and how you can learn from this and take back good practice to your authority.

This event will be of interest to Officers and representatives of local authorities, Police, Primary Care Trust, Fire
Service, voluntary (third) sector and anyone interested in issues which may affect their neighbourhoods, their
business or similar.

For more information visit: http:/Awww.laria.gov.uk/laria/events/display-event.do?id=668923

New look LARIA website

The new look Local Authorities Research and Intelligence Association (LARIA) website is now available. It includes
details of the latest research news, events and the regular LARIA news publication. For more information visit:
http://www.laria.gov.uk/laria/core/page.do?pageld=1

Improving equality data newsletter

This ONS newsletter was developed by the Equalities and Wellbeing branch, as a succinct update of their progress
in meeting the recommendations set out in the Equality Data Review from Sept 08- March 09. These newsletters
will be produced at 6 monthly intervals, corresponding to the reporting periods of the Equality Measurement
Group. For more information visit:
http://www.ons.gov.uk/about-statistics/measuring-equality/equality-data-review/newsletters/index.html

LARCI Spring 2009 Newsletter

LARCI's quarterly newsletter provides summaries of the latest Research Council-funded research of interest and
relevance to those working with and within local government. The newsletter also signposts opportunities for
collaboration with Research Council programmes, shares best practice through publicising research conducted by
local authorities and publicises abstracts of reports and events from related organisations. For more information
visit: http://www.rcuk.ac.uk/cmsweb/downloads/rcuk/innovation/larci/newsletter13.pdf

News from the Association of Regional Observatories

This new quarterly bulletin from the Association of Regional Observatories (ARO) provides an insight into the work
of the Association, and its members, with details of publications, forthcoming events and future research plans. For
more information visit: http://www.regionalobservatories.org.uk/reading-room/
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Local Government Association

The Local Government Association is the national voice

for more than 400 local authorities in England and Wales.
The LGA group comprises the LGA and five partner

organisations which work together to support, promote

and improve local government.
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Tell us what you think

We hope to provide information which is useful and accessible.
Please contact Michelle Pickford (michelle.pickford@Iga.gov.uk) with your
comments and feedback on LGAARB.

For further information, please contact:
LGA Analysis and Research

Local Government House, Smith Square,
London SW1P 3HZ

Telephone 020 7664 3000
www.lga.gov.uk/research

Or telephone LGconnect for all your

local government queries on 020 7664 3131
Fax 020 7664 3030

Email info@lga.gov.uk
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