A typical tool is the Street Design Index (‘SDI’),
using Geographical Information Systems (GIS) to
enable designers and planners to model the urban
environment more comprehensively, and to
understand how its diverse features can affect users'
perceptions of streets and public areas. The Index can
be used to identify areas that are perceived

negatively by pedestrians and so have the potential
to restrict their movements.

For more details contact Prof. Graeme Evans
(g.evans@londonmet.ac.uk) or visit
www.aunt-sue.info/tools.html

New Model for Domestic Energy Consumption
CityForm is another SUE consortium, with its own
website at http://www.city-form.org/. Its specialist
research into domestic energy use has found that
existing models of how people use their homes and
the energy they consume are outdated.

In the past, traditional domestic energy models
identified kitchens and living rooms as the higher
energy consuming rooms of a house. But the new
research shows that people are now more likely to
use their bedrooms as living spaces, using technology
for entertainment and office work and propelling
bedrooms into the high energy consuming category.

Northwest Regional Development
Agency & The Local Futures Group

Understanding the North West'’s ‘role of place’

The Northwest Regional Development Agency
(NWDA) Research Team is currently undertaking a
project exploring the role of 'place’. As part of this
project they have been making use of the full range
of Place Profiles from the Local Futures Group.

The Team provides cross-cutting support to NWDA
colleagues and partners, in the form of data and
analysis, monitoring and benchmarking, economic
assessment, briefings on data and policy and by
commissioning research. It also helps to disseminate and
widen access to data and intelligence via the dedicated
web portal, the Regional Intelligence Unit (RIU).

Currently, the Regional Intelligence Unit are
researching the role of ‘place’ and looking at the
wider agenda for the region, including issues such as
quality of life and culture. Thinking spatially about
the regional economy is the key to developing new
ideas and ways of connecting both at the local and
global scale. The research the RIU have already
conducted has shown that understanding ‘place’ is
important but has also made clear that it is a difficult
concept with varied meanings.
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