
            

 

Chair and Host 

PROFESSOR PAUL JOWITT 

President of the Institution of Civil Engineers  

Principal Investigator, ISSUES 

Paul is President of the Institution of Civil Engineers, Principal Investigator on the EPSRC 

funded ISSUES project, Executive Director of the Scottish Institute of Sustainable Technology 

and Professor of Civil Engineering Systems at Heriot-Watt University. Paul’s own major 

research interests concern the issues of sustainability and risk, and the development of 

systems-based solutions within civil engineering, environmental management and the built 

environment.   

 

He has appeared on Newsnight and Radio 4 in connection with a number of issues ranging 

from water supply, drought management, best management practices for urban drainage 

and waste management; to the upkeep and maintenance of the Forth Bridge.  He is 

presently a member of ‘The Edge’ – an ICE/RIBA/CIBSE Ginger Group created to increase 

public and political awareness of the role of engineers and architects.  

 

Favourite Film:  Chariots of Fire (1981) 

The true story of two British track athletes competing in the 1924 Summer Olympics. One is 

a devout Scottish missionary who runs for God, the other is a Jewish student at Cambridge 

who runs for fame and to escape prejudice. Directed by Hugh Hudson, the film was 

nominated for seven Academy Awards and won four, including Best Picture. 

 

 



            

The Panel 

PETER GUTHRIE 

Head of the Centre for Sustainable Development at the 

University of Cambridge 

 

Peter Guthrie is the first Professor in Engineering for Sustainable Development in the UK 

having held this post since 2000.  

His research is focused on the assessment of large scale projects for sustainability. He also 

pursues research in the sustainable development of infrastructure in developing countries. 

A civil engineer with geotechnical specialisation by background, Peter has worked on roads 

in countries such as Nigeria, Lesotho, Sudan, Philippines Ethiopia, and Botswana, and on 

major infrastructure projects such as London 2012, Orange County Great Park (California) 

and Channel Tunnel Rail Link. 

He is Co Principal Investigator on the EPSRC funded ISSUES Project, and supervisor on PhD 

research on sustainable development in international development, looking at stakeholder 

engagement, assessment post hoc, and the role of international consultants.  

Peter is Vice-Chair of DEFRA’s Scientific Advisory Council and leads the Waste Sub Group. He 

is also on the DECC Project Board for the Severn Tidal Power scheme.  

He was awarded the OBE in 1994. He was Vice-President of the Institution of Civil Engineers 

in the late 1990s. He is also a Fellow of the Royal Academy of Engineering and is leading the 

Royal Academy of Engineering initiative on capacity building in Africa. 

Favourite Film:   It’s a Wonderful Life (1946) 

Made in a 1946, It’s a Wonderful Life is now considered a classic and a staple of Christmas 

television around the world, despite initially being considered a box office flop due to high 

production costs and stiff competition at the time of its release. Directed by Frank Capra, 

the film stars James Stewart as George Bailey, a man whose imminent suicide on Christmas 

Eve brings about the intervention of his guardian angel who shows George all the lives he 

has touched and the contributions he has made to his community. 
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PAUL MORRELL OBE 

Chief Construction Adviser, Department for Business 

Innovation and Skills 

 

Paul Morrell joined Davis Langdon from University in 1971 (becoming a Partner in 1976 and 

Senior Partner in 1999) and worked there until retiring to take up the post of Government 

Chief construction Adviser last December. 

He is a Fellow of the RICS, an Honorary Fellow of the RIBA, and served as a Commissioner on 

CABE from to 2000 to 2008, finishing as Deputy Chairman.  

He received the Award for Outstanding Contribution to the Construction Industry at the 

2007 Building Awards; received the President's Award from the British Council for Offices in 

the same year; and was awarded an OBE for services to architecture and the built 

environment in the 2008 New Year Honours list. 

Favourite Film:   In the Heat of The Night (1967) 

In the Heat of the Night tells the story of an African-American police detective from 

Philadelphia who becomes involved in a murder investigation in a racist small town in 

Mississippi.  

Starring Sidney Poitier, Warren Oates, and Rod Steiger, the film won five Academy Awards 

in 1967, including Best Picture and Best Actor.  

Poitier’s infamous line, "They call me Mister Tibbs!" was listed as #16 on the American Film 

Institute's 100 Greatest Movie Quotes. 
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MARTIN POWELL   

Director of Projects at the London Development Agency 

Martin is Director of Projects at the LDA where he is responsible for the delivery of the core 

Regeneration and Climate Change projects. 

He was formally a Management Consultant responsible for delivery of business 

improvement and project management improvement projects for several global 

organisations. 

Martin has a degree in Engineering. He worked for an Italian Engineering Company in Rome 

before joining Ove Arup & Partners where he was responsible for the delivery of several 

high profile projects in Italy, Spain and Asia. 

Martin has written several papers on Project Management and is one of the authors of the 

Wiley Guide to Project Management. He also features on the NBS learning channel 

presenting on project management. 

Favourite Film:   The Towering Inferno (1974) 

 

The Towering Inferno is a 1974 American disaster film produced by Irwin Allen featuring an 

all-star cast led by Steve McQueen and Paul Newman, with Jennifer Jones making her final 

film appearance.  

The plot follows the spread of a fire through the world’s tallest skyscraper on the evening of 

party to celebrate its construction. The building’s designer and party host Paul Newman 

believes a fire on floor 81 can’t affect the revellers in the penthouse and refuses to 

evacuate.  

It is only the skill and judgment of fire department chief Steve McQueen that saves the day.  

The film won three Academy Awards, two BAFTAs and two Golden Globes. 

 
 
 
 
 



            

 

 GEOFF MULGAN   

Director of the Young Foundation 

Geoff Mulgan is director of the Young Foundation, one of the world’s leading centres for social 

innovation, social enterprise and public policy, with a 50 year history of creating new organisations 

in the public, private and non-profit sector, as well as pioneering ideas in fields as varied as ageing, 

education, healthcare and poverty reduction. 

Between 1997 and 2004 Geoff had various roles in the government including director of the 

Government’s Strategy Unit and head of policy in the Prime Minister’s office.  Before that he was the 

founder and director of the think-tank Demos. He has also been Chief Adviser to Gordon Brown MP; 

a lecturer in telecommunications; an investment executive; and a reporter on BBC TV and radio.  He 

is a visiting professor at LSE, UCL, Melbourne University and lectures regularly at the China Executive 

Leadership Academy. He has been a board member of the Work Foundation, the Health Innovation 

Council and the Design Council, and chair of Involve, and  has served on many task forces and 

commissions.  He is chairing a Carnegie Inquiry into the Future of Civil Society in the UK and Ireland. 

He has worked with many governments around the world, ranging from China and New Zealand, to 

Canada, France, Denmark and the European Commission, and has lectured in over 40 countries,  as 

well as advising the current Prime Ministers of Australia and Greece.   

His most recent book is Ψ¢ƘŜ !Ǌǘ ƻŦ tǳōƭƛŎ {ǘǊŀǘŜƎȅΥ ƳƻōƛƭƛǎƛƴƎ ǇƻǿŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳƻƴ 

ƎƻƻŘΩ’ (Oxford University Press, 2009).   Other books include Good and Bad Power: the ideals and 

betrayals of government (Penguin, 2006) and Connexity (Vintage and Harvard Business Press, 1998).   

Favourite Film:  Odd Man Out (1947) 

Odd Man Out is an Anglo-Irish film noir directed by Carol Reed, starring James Mason, and based on 

a novel of the same name by F. L. Green. As the film's opening intertitle reads: 

"This story is told against a background of political unrest in a city of Northern Ireland. It is not 

concerned with the struggle between the law and an illegal organisation, but only with the conflict in 

the hearts of the people when they become unexpectedly involved." 

The city and the illegal organisation are never explicitly named in the film, but the protagonist is a 

chieftain in an IRA-like organization. James Mason plays Johnny McQueen, who is trying to escape 

from the police after an ill-advised bank robbery meant to replenish the organization's coffers. The 

film follows McQueen, who has been wounded in the robbery, through an increasingly surreal 

odyssey over a day and a night. The bleak city (almost certainly Belfast), with its labyrinth of havens 

and traps, draws Johnny ever deeper into itself as the night wears on. The film won the BAFTA 

Award for Best British Film in 1948. 
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PETER HEATH   

Technical Director of AtkinsΩ Public Realms Business 

Peter Heath is Atkins Technical Director specialising in public realm improvements. Qualified 

for over 25 years as an architect and town planner, he has worked in the public and private 

sectors, as well as running his own company for over ten years before joining Atkins in 2001. 

On his appointment to the company he took over the lead of the design team for the 

implementation of the ‘World Squares For All Masterplan, Trafalgar Square Area Phase I’ 

implementation, which he had started with architect Lord Foster in 1996.  

Peter has been described by Copenhagen's public realm specialist, Jan Gehl as ‘the Jan Gehl 

of London’ and has produced hundreds of designs for implemented schemes in a career 

which also boasts the pioneering first ‘Street Furniture Manual for a London Borough’, for 

the City of Westminster in 1991.  

Other award winning projects include Seven Dials, Arundel, Whitehall, as well as Trafalgar 

Square; and Peter even has awards for exhibition stands and lighting designs. To relax Peter 

draws cartoons of amusing moments of work life and colleagues and famous landmarks. His 

cartoons have even been published. 

Favourite Film:  The Day the Earth Caught Fire (1961) 

The Day the Earth Caught Fire is a British science fiction disaster film starring Edward Judd, 

Leo McKern and Janet Munro, and directed by Val Guest. The movie, which was filmed on 

location in London and Brighton, was made incredibly cheaply using matte painting to 

create images of abandoned cities and desolate landscapes. The production also featured 

the Daily Express newspaper, using the paper's real headquarters in Fleet Street. 

The plot reflects the nuclear age in which it was created but resonates in today’s political 

and social climate. Simultaneous nuclear testing by Russia and the US knock the earth off its 

axis, closer to the sun, and the planet seems set for extinction due to the resultant climate 

change and global warming. The film is seen from the point of view of cynical but passionate 

journalists in pursuit of truth and reflecting on the follies of mankind. 
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